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A Letter from TRLT President 
Mike Mabry 

Three Rivers Land Trust (TRLT) is mission-
focused on conserving the rural lands of our 
region. When I became more involved with 
TRLT almost 9 years ago, I quickly noticed a 
connection between my passion for cycling and 
the rural agricultural lands around Iredell and 
Rowan Counties.  It dawned on me that the 
roads I enjoy cycling are the very same roads 
that have large farms, many of which have been 
permanently conserved by TRLT. These farms 
offer beautiful landscapes to cycle through, and 
the low traffic volume makes cyclists like me 
feel much safer.  

		  		  THE CONNECTION 
	 BETWEEN CONSERVATION 
		  	 AND CYCLING

Our tagline at TRLT is “Connected to the Land. 
Committed to Conservation.” While we are 
all connected to rural lands through the food 
on our tables and the clothes on our backs, 
is your favorite pastime also connected to 
conservation? I didn't realize how intertwined 
my passion for cycling was with local farms and 
TRLT’s conservation work until I noticed "TRLT 
Permanently Conserved" signs popping up 
along my bike routes. I would like to ask you to 
consider what hobbies you may have that have 
a direct or indirect connection to conservation. 
Maybe, like me, your passion is cycling. Or 
maybe you're more into camping, photography, 
hiking, trail running, hunting, fishing, or 
paddling. The one thing all these activities have 
in common is that they're connected to our 
mission and work.  

This spring and summer, as you're out enjoying 
your favorite pastime, I hope you'll take a 
moment to reflect on how many of your favorite 
hobbies are connected to conservation. When 
you do, I hope you'll consider generously 
supporting Three Rivers Land Trust and help us 
keep those hobbies and passions available and 
accessible. Join us so that you can be part of 
our efforts to expand public lands, save family 
farms, and protect local waters. 
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O N  A  L O C A L  L E V E L

Many of you may have watched the television series Yellowstone, starring Kevin 
Costner. Costner plays John Dutton, the rugged cowboy family patriarch who 
is fighting to keep his Montana cattle ranch intact and undeveloped. Dutton’s 
adversaries vary, but his most powerful opponent is a large private equity firm 
(Market Equities) that has deep pockets, political power, is “too big to fail,” and 
represents large scale development interests. The fictional chairperson of the  
Market Equities board, Caroline Warner, has a line in an episode that perhaps 
captures their firm's position best: “I cannot wait to pave this place over.”

By Travis Morehead  TRLT Executive Director
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This drama - while not exact - is all too familiar 
to Three Rivers Land Trust staff, landowners, 
and farmers across our region. With land 
prices continuing to rise and more people 
moving into North Carolina, landowners and 
farmers face the same dilemma as the fictional 
Dutton family: sell or stay the course. Local 
farmers rarely own all the land that they farm; 

instead, they lease the additional land. As 
land prices continue to rise, many landowners 
are selling their traditional agricultural lands 
for development, leaving farmers out of luck. 
The American Farmland Trust considers 
North Carolina farmland to be the second 
most threatened farmland in the nation, and 
estimates that North Carolina could lose or 
compromise 1.1 million acres of agricultural 
lands by 2040.  

The farm fields that dot our region have such 
great soils for agriculture. In fact, 59% of North 
Carolina’s 8.4 million acres of agricultural soils 
are considered “nationally significant”, meaning 
it takes 2-3 times as many marginal acres to 
produce the same crop yield as one acre on 
“nationally significant” soils. Unfortunately, 
those nationally significant soils are also 
great for developing residential homes with 

wells, septic tanks, and fescue lawns. That's 
why, when sold for development, agricultural 
lands are primarily converted to low density 
residential uses or single-family housing.  
 
Like the Duttons, we face many challenges, 
but thanks to you, all is not lost. Your financial 
support of this organization represents the best 

hope of saving local family farms in the central 
Piedmont and Sandhills. In the first four months 
of 2024, we have permanently conserved over 
400 acres of agricultural lands with another 
2,800 acres set to be conserved by the end 
of 2024. Your generous support allows us to 
work with local landowners and farmers who 
share our vision of saving the family farms and 
farm communities, and, with them, the rural 
character of the Piedmont and Sandhills. With 
your support we can stay in the fight; the fight 
to conserve our important natural resources 
(soils), the fight to support North Carolina’s 
number one industry (agriculture), the fight to 
save our rural character, and most importantly, 
the fight to save those family farms that make 
our region of North Carolina so special. 

400 
ACRES 

CONSERVED
AT THE START OF 2024

2,800
ACRES 

CONSERVED
BY THE END OF 2024

48,000
ACRES 

CONSERVED
IN TOTAL AS OF 2024
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2023 was a great year with a strong finish, as 
we completed 6 of our 16 successful projects 
in just the last two weeks of the year. We'd like 
to highlight those projects and the diversity of 
conservation work completed in 2023. 

We completed a remarkable number of 
transfers to local, state and federal government 
partners over the course of the year. The first 
project we closed was a 32-acre transfer to the 
Town of Spencer which added onto the Fred and 
Alice Stanback Educational Forest and Nature 
Preserve. This new addition features about two 
additional miles of trail for this park, which is 
an amazing resource for the local community. 
Near the end of the year we received a 
generous conservation easement donation on 
41 acres along Abbotts Creek. Additionally, the 
landowner also donated the land to the City of 
Lexington for a future greenway.

In 2023, Three Rivers 
Land Trust closed 16 
land protection projects 
totaling over 1200 acres. 

Wrap Up2 0 2 3  C O N S E R V A T I O N
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Two tracts were transferred to state agencies. A 92-acre 
property adjacent to Panther Branch, in Troy, NC, was 
transferred to the NC Wildlife Resources Commission. 
This was the last remaining privately owned land along 
the entirety of Panther Branch, which is classified as an 
outstanding resource water and contains several species 
of rare mussels.  The second property, 55 acres in Moore 
County, was transferred to the NC Plant Conservation 
Program. This tract expands the Eastwood Plant Conservation 
Preserve, known for rare plant species like the Sandhills lily.

We transferred an 8-acre tract to the US Forest Service.  
This particular tract had a portion of the Wolf Den OHV (Off 
Highway Vehicle) trail located on it. Without this acquisition,  
part of the trail might have been cut off due to it remaining 
on private land. Now, thanks to our efforts, this trail is 
secured for all future users. This project was funded in part 
by the Yamaha Foundation. 

We closed on a 91-acre military acquisition close to the 
northern boundary of Fort Liberty. By keeping that land 
undeveloped, the military is able to keep their important 
training operations near the base. 
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We had a number of farmland projects close this year,
including the second phase of the Roberts Farm in Randolph 
County, a 105-acre conservation easement funded through 
the NC Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation 
(NCADFP) Trust Fund. We closed four donated farmland 
easements, three in Rowan County and one in Iredell County, 
totaling over 250 acres. At the very end of the year, we 
protected a 121-acre farm in Davidson County through a 
purchased conservation easement funded by the NCADFP 
Trust Fund and the USDA Agricultural Lands Easement 
Program 9(LE).

We closed two projects along the Little River in Montgomery 
County, an 81-acre conservation easement and a 350-acre 
acquisition. Both of these projects were funded by the NC 
Land and Water Fund and the Enviva Forest Conservation 
Fund. One of these projects also received grant funds from 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service. Altogether, this protects over 
4 miles of river frontage on the Little River.

In all, it was a fantastic year for conservation. Thanks to all TRLT members for their support, 
and we look forward to another great year conserving special natural areas, rural landscapes, 
family farms, scenic rivers, and historic places in the central Piedmont and Sandhills of NC.

Another great acquisition was an addition to our complex 
of conservation lands where the Yadkin and South Yadkin 
Rivers come together, a 121-acre acquisition with quite a bit 
of frontage on the South Yadkin River. This brings the total 
acreage owned by TRLT at that location to over 1770 acres. 
This new tract was added to our Sportsman Access program 
and is available for SAP members to enter in for permit draw 
hunts on.
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Sarah Paynter
SENIOR DEVELOPMENT 

ASSOCIATE 

Sarah joined the TRLT team 

in January of 2024. Born and 

raised on a small farm in eastern 

North Carolina, she appreciates 

the importance of saving and 

conserving family lands. She has 

over fifteen years’ experience 

fundraising for nonprofits and 

higher education in our region. 

Sarah is a graduate of Pfeiffer 

University and enjoys gardening 

and spending time on the lake. 

Aside from volunteering with 

an animal rescue league in our 

community, she also serves on 

several planning committees in 

Mount Pleasant, where she lives.

Pierce Foster
COMMUNICATIONS 

ASSOCIATE 

Pierce joined the Three Rivers 

Land Trust team in February of 

2024. He is a multi-disciplinary 

designer, writer, and filmmaker 

who loves collaborating and 

pushing ideas as far as they can 

go. Pierce has worked extensively 

in the food retail and textiles 

industries and has experience as 

a product stylist, videographer 

and art director. In his free time 

Pierce loves cooking, physical 

fitness, creative collaboration, 

outdoor exploration, and film. He 

loves getting his boots dirty and 

contributing his talents to a cause 

he truly believes in.

Alexis Rowe
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE, 

LOCAL BUSINESS

Alexis joined TRLT in March 

of 2024. She graduated from 

Appalachian State University with 

a Bachelor of Science in Biology, 

Ecology, and Environmental 

Biology. She comes to us with 

several years’ experience working 

with native wildlife as a zookeeper 

as well as nonprofit fundraising.  

Alexis has a lifelong passion for 

the conservation of wildlife and 

their natural habitats. Alexis 

enjoys camping, hiking, kayaking, 

and growing her own food and 

flowers in her garden with her 

young daughter.

MEET OUR

N EW  T E A M  M E M B E R S

7



for 

GENERATIONS
TO COME
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For most farmers in  
North Carolina, farming  
is not just a living; it’s a  
way of life. 

On March 28, 2024, Tommy and Vickie Porter 
conserved 367 acres with a permanent 
conservation easement in cooperation with 
Three Rivers Land Trust, NC Agricultural 
Development and Farmland Preservation Trust 
Fund, and the USDA Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program. This 4th generation farm 

is predominantly used to raise livestock. 
The family also operates a farm store where 
they sell the products grown on their land. 
Additionally, they have two large venues where 
they host weddings and other events. Four 
generations of Porters have lived on this land, 
and the generational component is one of the 
main reasons Tommy and Vicki decided to 
permanently conserve their property.

This decision has been a long time coming and 
means a lot to Tommy. “My wife and myself 
started thinking about conservation easements 
many years ago," he said, "and it has been our 
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dream to protect this land. It’s always been a 
passion of mine to farm. We have three grown 
children, and ten grandchildren. Our three 
grown children and their spouses all work 
full-time on the farm. Our grandchildren - even 
though they range from age 18 months to 12 
years old - they love the farm, they love the life 
here. We are trying to protect this so that if they 
choose to make their living on the farm, they 
will have that opportunity for their generation 
and hopefully their children and grandchildren.”

“The rural landscapes of the Piedmont and 
Sandhills of North Carolina are becoming 
a haven for new development," said TRLT 
Executive Director Travis Morehead. "The 
rural character we all enjoyed is disappearing 
right before our very eyes. That is why saving 
family farms is a core tenet of TRLT. Helping 
families like the Porters realize their dream 
of seeing their farm conserved is one of the 
most important types of projects TRLT can 
accomplish. This farm will always be protected, 

available for food production, and able to visually 
remind us of what much of North Carolina used to 
look like. We are proud to work with the Porter family 
to accomplish their conservation goals.”

Conserving farms like this one offers wider benefits 
to the region. “With the proximity of this farm to both 
Concord and Charlotte, conserving this tract is not 
only a rewarding endeavor, but also a timely one, as 
this area is quickly being turned into subdivisions and 
housing developments,” said TRLT Associate Director 
Crystal Cockman. “The Porters have additional lands 
they would like to conserve in the same manner.  We 
are hopeful to be able to assist them and landowners 
like the Porters while large undeveloped tracts of land 
are still available.”
 
This project was made possible by funding from the NC 

Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund, 

the USDA Agricultural Conservation Easement Program, and  

the support of other TRLT members. 
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"My wife and myself started thinking about  
conservation easements many years ago, and  
it has been our dream to protect this land." 

121
ACRES

C O N S E R V E D

C A B A R R U S
C O U N T Y
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H U S T L E 
F O R
T H A T 
M U S S E L !

H U S T L E 
F O R
T H A T 
M U S S E L !

The Uwharrie Region may be a 

hidden gem among recreationists, 

but biologists cherish it for its  

high water quality and rare  

mussel species. 

That’s why Three Rivers Land Trust acted 
immediately to secure the last stretch of private 
land along Panther Branch. Just as urgently, the 
NC Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC) 
agreed to take ownership of the site.
In October of 2023, 92 acres of land, in 
Montgomery County, were transferred to 
NCWRC. This unique tract of land contains 
1,200 feet of frontage on Panther Branch and 
2,500 feet of frontage on Barnes Creek, both 
of which are classified as outstanding resource 
waters - the highest quality classification the 
State of North Carolina awards to any stream.

The Panther Branch tract was originally 
purchased by TRLT from Jordan Lumber, in 
2021, because of its ecological significance 
and location. With the transfer to NCWRC, the 
entire stream is now permanently conserved, 
protecting several species of rare mussels 
along with it. 

“The conservation of this property has water 
quality, wildlife habitat and public access 
implications,” said Crystal Cockman, Associate 
Director of TRLT. “Currently, loblolly pines 
cover most of the property, but soon the 
forest stand will be converted into a more 
natural forest type, most likely shortleaf pine, 
which will provide high habitat value to many 
wildlife species. We are excited to know this 
land, and its rare mussel species, will now be 
permanently conserved.”

“The transfer of this tract combines two of our 
core tenets here at Three Rivers Land Trust,” 

92 ACRESCONSERVED MONTGOMERY COUNTY12



said Travis Morehead, Executive Director of 
TRLT, “and those are expanding public lands 
and protecting local waters. We were excited for 
the opportunity to protect this tract and transfer 
it to the NCWRC to protect water quality and for 
the public’s use as game lands.”

A ribbon cutting celebration took place October 
20th, 2023. Attendees enjoyed a 2-mile round-
trip hike to the newly transferred property along 
the Uwharrie Trail.

This project was completed with funding from TRLT 

Members, Jack Horan, Fred and Alice Stanback, and the 

NC Land and Water Fund. 

Mussels are filter-feeding organisms; 

they eat by inhaling bacteria, algae and 

plankton into their gill-chambers and 

then exhaling filtered water back into the 

stream, helping improve water quality by 

ridding rivers of bacteria, detritus and other 

toxins. Because of their unique dining style, 

mussels are highly sensitive to a wide range 

of pollutants, such as ammonia, nitrates 

and heavy metals. So, when these mighty 

mussels stick around - especially in large 

numbers - it indicates high water quality.

“The conservation of this 
property has water quality, 
wildlife habitat and public 
access implications”

THE MIGHTY
MUSSEL
THE MIGHTY
MUSSEL
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Standing at the point of confluence 

of the Yadkin and South Yadkin 

Rivers in Davie County, one can 

envision the early indigenous 

people of central North Carolina  

spending time here.

 

Areas like this were vitally important for early 
civilizations and are just as important today. 
Three Rivers Land Trust knows the significance 
of this land for wildlife habitat and historical 
context, which is why TRLT has worked tirelessly 
since 1995 to conserve this peninsula.

Thanks to the exciting new acquisition of 121 
acres, the total land owned by TRLT at the Point 
area now comes to 1,770 acres. Additionally, 

ON POINT.

121
ACRES

C O N S E R V E D

D AV I E
C O U N T Y
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the 2,463 acres compromising the Yadkin River 
Gamelands were acquired by the North Carolina 
Wildlife Resources Commission in partnership 
with TRLT. All combined, the total conserved 
acreage in this corridor comes to over  
4,100 acres.

This newly acquired property boasts over 2,000 
feet of frontage on the South Yadkin River, a 
waterway currently listed as impaired on the 
303d list. Protecting local waters such as these 
is a core component of TRLT’s mission.

“Protecting water quality along this stream is a 
high priority for us," said TRLT Executive Director 
Travis Morehead. "The forested stream corridors 
on this new acquisition, along with the other 
lands owned by TRLT, provide important buffers 
that help promote and improve water quality 
for this area. Just downstream of this property 
is the water intake for the City of Salisbury," he 
added, "so protecting water quality here helps 
provide clean drinking water for local residents.”
Katie Stovall, TRLT Conservation Lands 
Manager, knows better than most just how 
significant this land is. “There is no other 

property so close to Winston Salem and the 
rapidly developing areas surrounding it with the 
same acreage and quality of wildlife habitat as 
the Point Property,” she said. “An abundance 
of deer, turkey, songbirds, pollinators, and 
other species call this area home. Due to the 
patchwork of vegetation types found here, and 

the management work TRLT is doing, this is 
truly a unique location for wildlife.”

TRLT strives to keep this area as close as 
possible to the land central NC's earliest 
residents would have recognized.  
The acquisition of this key parcel helps us  
honor its history, conserve its wildlife, and 
protect its waters.

This project was completed thanks to support from Fred 

and Alice Stanback and additional TRLT donors. Three 

Rivers Land Trust works with private landowners to protect 

conservation properties like this one in the Piedmont and 

Sandhills of NC. 
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As if to highlight this contrast, the tract's 
expansive soybean field serves as a jarringly 
picturesque backdrop to a new housing 
subdivision immediately adjacent. This 
dichotomy of uses is just one example of the 
impact of growth North Carolina is experiencing 
as the nation’s ninth fastest-growing state.

A  T A L E  O F       T W O  W O R L D S

Fortunately, the family who owns this tract 
decided to maintain their region and keep 
farming alive by electing to place their land in a 
conservation easement. The property was placed 
under a permanent conservation easement in a 
partnership with Three Rivers Land Trust. With 
this tool, the family can continue owning and 
leasing the land for farming while prohibiting it 
from being developed. 

Just off Highway 150 in the Cleveland area of Rowan County,  

one family's 93-acre tract of land illustrates a sharp division between two 

ways of life. On one end, agriculture. On the other, new home construction. 

93
ACRES

C O N S E R V E D

R O WA N
C O U N T Y
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A  T A L E  O F       T W O  W O R L D S
“NC agriculture and farmers rely on the ability to 
lease land for farming,” said Travis Morehead, 
TRLT Executive Director. “Very few farmers own 
all of the land they farm, making farm leases 
essential in keeping NC agriculture and farmers 
in business.”

"Saving family farms is a core tenet of TRLT and 
exemplifies who we are as an organization,” 
said Crystal Cockman, Associate Director of 
Three Rivers Land Trust. “We have a deep 
appreciation for our local farmers and an 
understanding of the development pressure NC 
agricultural lands are facing. This conservation 
easement ensures that this scenic piece of 

Rowan County will remain a local example of 
North Carolina's strong agricultural industry."

This family chose to protect this land in honor 
of their ancestors, Edgar Lipe Baker and Marie 
Krider Baker, who left it to their care and 
stewardship. Their dedication underscores the 
importance of community and conservation 
working hand-in-hand to protect the natural 
beauty and important agricultural lands that 
define our region. 
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Three Rivers Land Trust protected 

its seventh farm of the year on 

December 29th, 2023. This 121-acre 

cattle farm in Davidson County 

brings the total farmland protected 

by Three Rivers in 2023 to over  

570 acres. 

Davidson County and the Town of Lexington 
are swiftly developing areas of the state, 
making projects like this crucial for sustaining 
the rural economy and providing food to local 
communities. The farm has over 81% prime or 
statewide important soils, which are between 
two and three times more productive than 
marginal soils.

THE
HEDRICK 
LEGACY

121
ACRES

C O N S E R V E D

D AV I D S O N
C O U N T Y
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Landowners Stanley and Donna Hedrick 
recognized the importance of protecting their 
farm, leading them to work with TRLT to ensure 
it remains farmland forever. This property has 
been in the Hedrick Family for over 65 years, 
originally purchased by Stanley’s father. “We are 
protecting this land in memory of Dwight and 
Beulah Hedrick Sr., and to ensure it stays as 
farmland for the next generation of Hedricks,” 
said Stanley and Donna Hedrick.

“We are so thankful for families like the 
Hedricks who are committed to ensuring 
that farmland remains undeveloped and 
stays in production,” said Senior Land 
Protection Specialist Emily Callicutt. “Thanks 
to partnerships with the NC Agricultural 
Development and Farmland Preservation 
Trust Fund, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Agricultural Lands Easement Program, and 

landowners like the Hedrick’s, we can ensure 
family farms stay family farms.”

TRLT Executive Director Travis Morehead added, 
“Saving family farms is a core tenet of our 
mission. North Carolina farmland is some of 
the most threatened in our nation. The loss of 
farmland at the current level is unsustainable 
for our state, and makes projects like the 
protection of the Hedrick Farm that much more 
important.”

This project was made possible in part by grant funding 

from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the N.C. 

Department of Agriculture through the Agricultural Lands 

Easement Program, and the North Carolina Agricultural 

Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund. 

Special funding for TRLT’s Farmland Fund were provided 

by Chick-Fil-A, SC Johnson Company, and Louis Eubanks.

“We are so thankful for families like the Hedricks, 
who are committed to ensuring that farmland remains 
undeveloped and stays in production.” 

19



According to the American Farmland Trust, 
between the years of 2001 and 2016, 
732,000 acres of farmland in North Carolina 
were developed or compromised. That means 
that NC lost or compromised 5.5 acres of 
farmland every hour for 15 years. If we continue 
to grow as we have historically, it's projected NC 
will lose another 1.1 million acres of farmland 
by 2040. Rowan County and surrounding 
counties are facing this development pressure, 
and that is why it is so important to conserve 
land here before it is too late.

North Carolina is 
losing farmland at an 
unprecedented rate. 

UNCOMPROMISED

59
ACRES

C O N S E R V E D

R O WA N
C O U N T Y
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Protecting family farms is one the pillars of  
the Three Rivers Land Trust mission. In 2023, 
they protected a 93-acre farm and a 50-acre 
farm in Rowan County. One farm which grew 
small grains and was leased for farming, and 
the other was a horse farm that provided 
equestrian therapy for the local community. 
On December 20, 2023, TRLT worked with 
additional Rowan County landowners to 
conserve their beautiful 59-acre beef cattle 
farm located on Chenault Road.

“This farm was protected through a generous 
donated conservation easement by the 
landowner," said Senior Land Protection 
Specialist Emily Callicutt, "and they also lease 
this farmland for beef cattle farming to a 
neighboring farmer. Leased land is important," 
she explained, "because many farmers cannot 
afford to own all the land they farm. Much of 
Rowan County is facing development pressure 
from Charlotte and Mooresville, and with that 

comes higher land prices. Protecting places like 
this farm is vitally important to ensuring our 
farmers continue to have acres to grow on and 
to make their business sustainable and viable 
well into the future.”

TRLT Executive Director Travis Morehead is 
serious about keeping the protection of family 
farms a central goal of TRLT's conservation 
mission. “Protecting tracts like this 59-acre 
one helps ensure that we have the foresight 
to set aside land that will continue to be in 
production and provide food and fiber for our 
local communities. We believe that conserving 
our farms is essential to maintaining the rural 
character of our region.”

This project was made possible by a generous 

conservation easement donation by the landowners, and 

also by the support of Three Rivers Land Trust’s members 

who enable the organization to carry out this important 

conservation work.  
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For the Harris Family, conserving 

their 55-acre longleaf pine forest in 

Moore County is a legacy years in 

the making.

Family patriarch William Joseph “Bill” Harris 
first began talking with the North Carolina Plant 
Conservation Program (NCPCP) over 12 years 
ago. He met with then Program Director, Lesley 
Starke, and discussed his desire to see the 
property included in the preserve. 

Mr. Harris knew how important this tract was 
for the continuity of the preserve. Because it 
connects two disjunct parcels, its acquisition 
would be the critical link needed to help 
NCPCP better manage the whole preserve with 
prescribed fire. Prescribed fire is an essential 
tool for land managers to help restore the fire 
dependent ecosystem and improve habitat for 
rare plants, including the Sandhills Lily.

Although Mr. Harris passed away shortly after 
the application was submitted to NCLWF, 
his three intrepid daughters stepped up and 
partnered with Three Rivers Land Trust to 
help realize their father’s dream of seeing 
his property protected. In the spring of 2023, 
full funding was awarded by the NC Land and 
Water Fund for the acquisition of the tract. The 
tract was acquired by TRLT and immediately 
transferred to the State of North Carolina in 
December 2023.

Crystal Cockman, TRLT Associate Director, 
was intimately involved with the process and 
the people who made it possible. “The Harris 
family has been an absolute pleasure to work 
with," she said, "and their commitment to their 
father’s dream has been truly inspirational. The 
conservation of this property is due in large 
part to their patience, vision, and steadfast 
determination to honor their father’s wishes.”

For Bill.

55
ACRES

C O N S E R V E D

M O O R E
C O U N T Y
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“Conserving this property helps TRLT accomplish two 
things," said TRLT Executive Director Travis Morehead, 
"expand public lands by filling in an important missing 
link, and protect lands that likely has rare species found 
on them." He added, “Although NCPCP preserves are not 
open to the public, they are open through guided hikes 
and by permit. This allows the public to see up close the 
rare plants and habitats that help make North Carolina 
such a special place.”

Julian Wilson, who manages the Plant Conservation 
Program, said, “The North Carolina Plant Conservation 
Program is very thankful to Three Rivers Land Trust 
for their work to acquire and donate the Harris Tract 
for permanent protection at our Eastwood Plant 
Conservation Preserve in Moore County. The acquisition 
of the Harris Tract will help to improve habitat connectivity 
by linking the two sides of Eastwood Preserve, and it will 
allow us to more efficiently and effectively manage the 
rare plants such as Sandhills lilies and sundews, the 
longleaf ecosystem and the wildlife habitat contained 
within the preserve." She added, "As our state toast 
proclaims us the 'land of the longleaf pine', this 
ecosystem is part of what make North Carolina’s natural 
areas so unique and special. This project is an important 
win for the conservation of North Carolina’s rare plants 
and natural resources.”

SANDHILLS LILY
Lilium pyrophilum

This endangered lilium species blooms 

from mid-July to late August in highly 

selective habitats, preferring open 

seepage areas such as streamhead 

pocosins. Standing 3-5" tall, its glossy 

green stems are topped with 5-7 

large, pendant flowers with recurved 

"Turks hat" petals. The petals range In 

color from garnet to reddish–orange, 

speckled with dark brown or magenta 

spots. They attract ruby-throated 

hummingbirds and butterflies.

The "Sandhills Lily" is named after its 

limited geographical range, consisting 

of only 15 counties. The plant is rare, 

with under 1,000 known individuals 

in the state. It's also new, having only 

been described in 2002.

The word "pyro" is in "pyrophilum" 

because the lilies grow in areas that are 

in the process of regenerating following 

a fire. This is why prescribed fire is so 

essential to keeping its habitat open 

and sunny enough to thrive.
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The Little River in Montgomery 

County is a hidden gem. 

Multiple stretches of this river are available to 
paddlers, each beaming with gorgeous forested 
stream buffers and virtually free of houses 
and development. However, much of this 
treasured river remains privately held with no 
formal protections in place to ensure it remains 
undeveloped. Now, thanks to an acquisition 
made by Three Rivers Land Trust, an additional 
350 acres of land along Little River will be 
permanently conserved.

Bald eagles, river otters, great blue herons, 
little green herons, beaver, cormorant, white-
tailed deer, a plethora of Neotropical migratory 
songbirds, and many other species make their 
homes on the Little River. The high water quality 
found here and the forested riparian areas 

make it a perfect spot for wildlife and paddlers 
alike. Several river put-in locations are open to 
the public, making this river easily accessible, 
and a popular spot for kayaking and fishing in 
the Piedmont.

“Three Rivers Land Trust has a focus on 
protecting local waters," said TRLT Executive 
Director Travis Morehead, "and the Little 
River in Montgomery County is no exception 
to that rule. Last year we acquired 90 acres 
on the river, and earlier this year we worked 
with another landowner to conserve 80 acres 
through a conservation easement. Now we’ve 
acquired an additional 350 acres, ensuring that 
these sections of the river remain undeveloped 
and forested to protect water quality. Altogether, 
this represents over 3.5 miles of frontage on 
the river that is now permanently conserved as 
a direct result of TRLT’s efforts.”

    Little
TREASURE

350
ACRES

C O N S E R V E D

M O N T G O M E R Y

C O U N T Y

3.5
MILES OF 

FRONTAGE
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TRLT Associate Director Crystal Cockman knows how 
priceless the Little River is to the rich diversity of species 
who call it home. “This section of the Little River where 
these 350 acres occur is identified as a High Quality 
Watershed by the State of North Carolina," she said, 
"with six different species of rare mussel, as well as 
Carolina redhorse and Carolina darter, two state listed 
fish species. In addition, there are unique natural 
communities found on this land, including Piedmont 
Basic Glade and Piedmont Coastal Plain Heath Bluff, as 
well as a rare plant, Mountain Camelia. These lands are 
truly a treasure worth conserving in our region.”

This acquisition was made possible through a generous donation 

by Fred and Alice Stanback, and grants from the NC Land and 

Water Fund, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Enviva Forest 

Conservation Fund.

"These lands are truly a treasure  
worth conserving in our region.”

The 
Little Residents 

of 
Little River

BALD EAGLE RIVER OTTER

BEAVER WHITE-TAILED 
DEER

GREAT BLUE 
HERON

CORMORANT

LITTLE GREEN 
HERON

CAROLINA 
RACER

CAROLINA
DARTER

CAROLINA 
REDHORSE
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50
ACRES

C O N S E R V E D

R O WA N
C O U N T Y
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A S P E C I A L P L AC E

Conservation properties provide 

many unique benefits to the 

environment and to communities.

Three Rivers Land Trust has focused on three 
main aspects of conservation: expanding public 
lands, saving family farms, and protecting local 
waters. However, their recent conservation of a 
beautiful 50-acre horse farm in Rowan County 
has added a fourth, unexpected community 
benefit to the mix–equine therapy.

Equine-assisted therapies are programs where 
professionals guide clients through therapeutic 
activities with horses. There are different kinds 
of equine programs with different goals. Some 
programs are part of a mental health treatment, 
and others allow clients to ride horses as part 
of a physical or occupational therapy regimen. 
Palmie and Jim Freeze, who own this special 
farm, wanted to permanently protect it for the 
animals and people who benefit from all it has 
to offer.
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“Walking this property, and seeing children 

enjoying their time with the horses, 

demonstrates the importance of protecting 

places like this for future generations.”
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“Three Rivers Land Trust prides itself on 
conserving local family farms," said Executive
Director Travis Morehead, "and this project 
does just that, along with providing a special 
service to the local community. So much land in 
western Rowan County is being developed, and
working with great landowners who have the 
foresight to protect farmland through donated
conservation easements is a core tenet of what 
we do here at TRLT.”

“Walking this property, and seeing children 
enjoying their time with the horses, 
demonstrates the importance of protecting 
places like this for future generations,” said 
Senior Land Protection Specialist Emily 
Callicutt. “Three Rivers Land Trust appreciates 
the dedication of these landowners to give back 
to their community, and their desire to conserve 
their special place so it will always be available 
for this use.”

This project was made possible through the generous 

donated conservation easement by the landowners,  

and the support of Three Rivers Land Trust’s work by  

its members.
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Connecting
T H E  T R A I L

99
ACRES

C O N S E R V E D

R A N D O L P H
C O U N T Y
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Connecting
T H E  T R A I L

Although some people see a forest 

as wilderness, the definition of 

federal wilderness is specific. The 

Wilderness Act of 1964 defines it 

as, “An area where the earth and its 

community of life are untrammeled 

by man, where man himself is a 

visitor who does not remain.” 

The Act’s purpose is to preserve and protect 
natural ecosystems and wild areas while 
providing opportunities for solitude and 
retrospective or primitive recreation. Wilderness 
areas are valuable for their historical, scientific, 
educational, geologic, and ecological benefits. 
They help the environment, the economy, and 
all those who spend time immersed therein.

The Uwharrie Trail (or Birkhead Mountain Trail) 
goes through our very own Birkhead Wilderness 
Area in Randolph County, providing hikers the 
ability to traverse a long stretch of forested area 
with beautiful rock outcrops and scenic views 
from the ridgelines. However, a portion of this 
section of the trail was on private land that 
risked being closed off to the public forever.  
That is, until Three Rivers Land Trust acquired 
the property in March of 2019. By January 2024, 
the property was officially transferred to the 
Uwharrie National Forest, securing this section of 
trail for all future hikers.

The 99-acre property is located along the 
Uwharrie Trail, approximately 1 mile from the 
Tot Hill Trailhead on Tot Hill Farm Road. It is 
surrounded on three sides by United States 
Forest Service land, two sides of which are 

designated a Wilderness Area. Beautiful 
Talbott’s Branch bisects the property, which 
has rolling topography and possesses the 
peak of Cooler’s Knob at approximately 940 
feet in elevation. This scenic property is mostly 
mature hardwood forest, housing the natural 
communities of Piedmont Alluvial Forest, 
Piedmont Monadnock Forest, Mesic Mixed 
Hardwood Forest, and Dry Oak-Hickory Forest.
“The Board of Directors, staff, and more 
importantly, our members, are excited to see 

the transfer of this property to the Uwharrie 
National Forest,” said Executive Director Travis 
Morehead. “Our organization prides itself on 
expanding public lands and has spent the last 
two decades working to reconnect the historic 
Uwharrie Trail, so we are extremely excited to 
see this inholding added to the national forest. 
We are now only a half-mile section away from 
having the entire 40-mile trail reconnected.”
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THE CELEBRATION

On March 22, Three Rivers Land Trust and 
the United States Forest Service held a ribbon 
cutting for the transfer of a 99-acre tract that is 
now part of the Uwharrie National Forest.

Approximately 20 people joined in for the 
celebration at the Tot Hill Trailhead, the 
northern terminus of the Uwharrie Trail.  
Since 1995, Three Rivers Land Trust has been 
working with other conservation partners to fill 
gaps in the Uwharrie National Recreational Trail. 
When they began this work, the trail had 5 gaps 
where lands were owned privately and sections 
of the trail had been lost.

Now, thanks to TRLT’s efforts, 4 out of 5 of 
those gaps have been filled, with this most 
recent acquisition and transfer filling the fourth 
gap in its entirety.

Supporters heard from Travis Morehead, 
Executive Director of Three Rivers Land Trust, 
at the ribbon cutting: “Three Rivers Land Trust 
prides itself on our ability to transfer strategic 
lands to public agencies, and the connection 
of this land and this trail does just that. This 
project was funded through the federal Land 

TRLT Executive 
Director Travis 
Morehead addresses 
the attendees.
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and Water Conservation Fund, and TRLT 
supporters, including a generous donation by 
Fred and Alice Stanback. We are so grateful  
this section of trail is now permanently 
protected and available for all to enjoy.”

Susan Miller the district Ranger on the 
Uwharrie National Forest also spoke about the 
significance of this tract for the trail and the 
importance of the partnership the US Forest 
Service has with Three Rivers Land Trust. “We 
cannot act quickly enough to secure tracts like 
this one, and are fortunate to have partners like 
Three Rivers Land Trust who can work with local 
landowners to secure these tracts and then 
transfer them to our ownership.”

"We are now only a half-
mile section away from 
having the entire 40-mile 
trail reconnected.”
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W E T L A N D S

DID YOU KNOW?
40% of the world's 
species live and  
breed in wetlands

WELCOME TO THE
172

ACRES

C O N S E R V E D

M O O R E
C O U N T Y

1.8
MILES OF 

FRONTAGE

78
ACRES OF 

WETLANDS
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Wetlands play an integral role in the ecology 
of any watershed. The combination of shallow 
water and high levels of nutrients is ideal for 
the development of microscopic organisms 
that form the base of the food web and feed a 
variety species of insects, amphibians, and fish. 
Many species of birds and mammals rely on 
wetlands for food, water and shelter, especially 
during migration and breeding.

Because of the significance of wetlands, Three 
Rivers Land Trust is proud to announce the 
permanent protection of 172 acres in Moore 
County that possesses over 78 acres of 
designated wetlands along McLendons Creek 
in northern Moore County. The wetlands on 
this tract are so significant that TRLT secured 
a very competitive national grant from the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) Grant, to 
place a permanent conservation easement on 
this property. 

“One of our three core tenets at TRLT is to 
protect local waters," said TRLT Associate 
Director Crystal Cockman. "By conserving this 
large wetland we are providing an invaluable 
home to native wildlife all while helping to 
protect the water quality of our region’s 
rivers and streams." She went on to explain 
the land's unique characteristics that make 
this acquisition so special. “This property 
possesses over 10,000 feet of stream frontage 
on McLendons Creek and its tributaries. The 
stretch of McLendons Creek adjacent to this 
property is located within the 'Deep River below 
High Falls Aquatic Habitat,' an ‘exceptional 
Natural Area as designated by The North 
Carolina Natural Heritage Program.”

“The conservation of this property would not 
have been possible without our partners at the 
North Carolina State Chapter of the National 
Wild Turkey Federation," said Executive Director 
Travis Morehead. "Their partner contribution 
helped us secure a NAWCA grant to purchase 
the land. Without the support of partner 
organizations like NWTF and TRLT members, 
we would not be able to complete great 
conservation projects like this one.”

Although Three Rivers Land Trust purchased 
this land in December of 2022, the majority of 
the funds to permanently protect this property 
were awarded through a North Carolina Land 
and Water Fund grant, which requires TRLT to 
place a perpetual conservation easement on 
the property to protect the forest and water 
quality of the tract. That conservation easement 
was placed on the property on February 21, 
2024, completing the project.

This project was made possible by funding from the 

North Carolina State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey 

Federation, the NC Land and Water Fund, the US Fish and 

Wildlife Service, and the support of other TRLT members. 
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When you run a local business, you’re making a difference in the lives of your customers, your 

employees and in the local economy. At Uwharrie Bank, we want to make a difference too. That 

means we provide you with great service, top-notch technology, and extrordinary people. We’re all 

working to make a difference together. 

800.438.6864
uwharrie.com

Not FDIC Insured | Not Bank Guaranteed | May Lose Value
Uwharrie Investment Advisors, Inc. is a subsidiary of Uwharrie Capital Corp.

704.983.5959
UwharrieInvestmentAdvisors.com

YOU ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE.
AND SO IS UWHARRIE BANK. Member FDIC



JIMMY UNDERWOOD, ALC 
LAND SPECIALIST IN THE SOUTHERN PIEDMONT IN NC 

AND IN THE PEE DEE AND MIDLANDS OF SC 

-Accredited Land Consultant designation (RURAL LAND INSTITUTE) 
-2021 & 2022  APEX AWARD WINNER For Sales Production 
-Manages and lives on his own farm in Stanly County 
-National Deer Association Certified Deer Steward I & 2 
-Holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Industrial Engineering (NCSU) 
-Federal Aviation Administration Licensed Drone Pilot 
-Over $27 million in NC  and SC Land Sales 
-Extensive experience in rural land and home sales 
-Dedicated professional committed to excellence 

* EXPERIENCE * HONESTY * INTEGRITY * 
980-734-8065 – jimmyunderwood@mossyoakproperties.com 

Corporate Office:  101 Budleigh St, Ste-F, Manteo, NC 27954 – 844-480-5263 
www.LandandFarmsRealty.com 

“Sell with Us! – Buy with Us!”



B U RN I N G
Prescribed f ire is a tool that many wildlife managers 

use to improve habitat quality for various wildlife 

species. Prescribed burning has differential effects 

depending on how it is implemented. Fire managers 

often use prescribed burns to alter the distribution and 

availability of food and cover resources to benef it a 

particular wildlife species or a suite of wildlife species. 
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On the most basic level, land managers craft 
burning regimes to increase and improve food 
and cover resources for focal wildlife species. 
If you are only burning because you have 
heard that “burning is good,” you are likely not 
maximizing the potential of your burns or your 
satisfaction with the results. You will receive a 
suite of answers if you ask any burn manager 
what they believe the most important parameter 
for prescribed burning is. I would wager that 
weather parameters like wind direction, wind 
speed, relative humidity, or soil moisture would 
be at the top of many lists. The parameter that 
is most important to me when conducting a 
burn is the landowner’s objectives. 

Understanding a landowner’s goals, the desired 
effects, and their focal wildlife species are 
critical to successfully implementing a burn. The 
aforementioned statement becomes even more 
true when you realize there are winners and 
losers to every habitat management decision. 
There is simply no way to improve the habitat 
quality for every species on the landscape 
because each wildlife species has a specific set 
of habitat requirements.  

T O  B U RN ?
The greatest effects of burning can be realized 
by evaluating the plant community and 
subsequently altering fire regimes to meet the 
desired results. Manipulating how and when 
a burn is conducted can result in drastically 
different effects. The frequency, intensity, and 
timing of prescribed fires can be altered to meet 
specific objectives. 

F RE Q U E N CY

Fire frequency is the number of times that a 
burn occurs within a defined area. Generally 
speaking, frequent fires occur once every 1-3 
years, whereas infrequent fires occur once 
every 5-10 years. 

Frequent prescribed burns are often less 
intense than infrequent burns because frequent 
fires reduce fuel loading. Prescribed burns that 
occur once every 1–3 years result in greater 
coverage of forbs, grasses, and legumes. 
Infrequent fires will favor woody plants, soft 
mast, and vegetation cover that can be coined 
“shrubby” or “a thicket.”

By Katie Stovall Conservation Land Manager
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INTENSITY

Fire intensity is the amount of heat released 
during a fire event. Low-intensity fires may only 
remove the leaf litter and have a limited effect 
on controlling woody encroachment. Generally 
speaking, the hotter the fire, the more likely 
it is to kill or injure woody species. However, 
it is important to consider the species of 
trees within the burn unit. Thick-barked tree 
species, like shortleaf pine and oaks, are less 
susceptible to fire compared to thinner-barked 
species like yellow-poplar or American beech.
Low-intensity burns may result in a patchy 
mosaic of burned and unburned areas. 
Unburned patches can serve as an important 
refuge for slow-moving animals like eastern box 
turtles or timber rattlesnakes. Low-intensity 
burns often do not consume large, coarse 
woody debris, which is an important refuge for 
reptiles and amphibians.

High-intensity fires are more likely to kill 
trees. High-intensity fires can be used when 
an objective is to remove woody species to 
increase the coverage of forbs and grasses. It 
may be advantageous to use a high-intensity 
burn followed by routine low-intensity burns if 
woodpeckers are a management objective. An 
initial high-intensity burn can create snags that 
provide important structure for woodpeckers. 
The area can subsequently be maintained 
by low-intensity fires to avoid consuming the 
standing dead snags. 

T I M I N G

The time of year at which a burn is conducted 
can contribute to differential plant composition 
results. Prescribed fire practitioners often group 
the timing of fire into four categories: dormant 

This pine oak woodland is managed with frequent 

fires (1 to 2-year return interval). The frequent fire, 

coupled with additional management practices, 

allows this area to be dominated by a lush 

understory of forbs and grasses.

This forest has experienced infrequent fire (4+ 

year return interval), thus it is dominated by 

woody species.
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HOT FACT
Historically, prescribed fire was 

used by Native Americans to return 
nutrients to the soil in their crop 

fields, make the landscape easier to 
traverse, and hunt game. Prescribed 
fire does an excellent job of reducing 

fuel loading, reducing ground 
coverage of leaf litter, and allowing 

sunlight to penetrate the soil. In 
the near months after a prescribed 

fire, new growth of herbaceous 
plants will thrive, providing a lush 

understory for many species 
of wildlife. 
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season (Nov–Mar), early growing season (Apr–
May), summer (Jun–Aug), and late growing 
season (Sept–Oct). Burning during the dormant 
season or early growing season generally 
maintains the current plant composition, 
whereas burning during the late growing season 
may be used to reduce the woody component 
and encourage a greater forb response.
 
Aside from the indirect vegetation effects 
of prescribed burning, it is important to 
understand the direct effects in regards to the 
mortality of species of interest. For example, 
the time of year a burn is conducted can be 
altered to avoid compromising turkey nests or 
disturbing maternal bat colonies.

I S  F I RE  A M AG I C  B U L L E T 
F O R  P RE M I E R  W I L D L I F E 
H A B I TAT ? 

No! Prescribed fire is one tool within a wildlife 
manager’s tool belt. Occasionally, fire may 
be the only tool that is needed. Other times, 
prescribed fire may need to be used in concert 
with other management prescriptions. 

For example, a field riddled with sericea 
lespedeza is pictured on the next page. Fire 
alone will not fix this problem. This scenario is 
also true for many other non-native and invasive 
plants. Additional management techniques 
are required to transform areas dominated 
by non-native plants into productive plant 
communities.

Similarly, the amount of tree canopy cover 
must be considered in balancing expectations. 

Prescribed fire can create snags. Woodpeckers like 

the red-headed woodpecker may excavate cavities, 

store food, forage, and roost within snags. Larger 

snags that have lost their bark have a smooth 

surface that can deter common predators 

like snakes.

This photo demonstrates a low-intensity burn that 

did not consume coarse woody debris. This woody 

debris can provide important structure for basking 

fence lizards and refuge for amphibians. 
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A turkey nest that was impacted by a prescribed 

fire is pictured above. Nest disruption can be 

avoided by burning during the dormant season or 

during the late growing season.

A field riddled with sericea lespedeza. Prescribed 

fire alone will not fix this issue. Additional habitat 

management techniques, such as herbicide 

application, will be required to control this non-

native, invasive plant.

These photos demonstrate the importance of canopy 

manipulation in regards to herbaceous ground cover 

response. Left: increased canopy cover doesn't allow sunlight 

to reach the ground. Right: forest stand improvement 

techniques have allowed enough sunlight penetration to elicit 

an herbaceous plant response. 

A common goal for many landowners when 
considering a prescribed burn is to increase 
herbaceous plant coverage for food and cover 
resources. However, prescribed burning within a 
closed canopy forest may only remove the forest 
leaf litter. Canopy manipulation should be used 
to allow at least 20% sunlight to reach the forest 
floor to stimulate herbaceous groundcover.

S M O L D E RI N G  L AS T- M I N U T E 
T H O U G H T S

There is not a cookbook recipe to meet land 
management goals. Proper stewardship of land 
requires frequent assessments and dynamic 
management. 
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Three Rivers Land Trust has 
conducted prescribed burns 
totaling 1,328 acres during 
2023 and 2024.  These burns 
will enhance wildlife habitat 
and help perpetuate  
f ire-dependent species.

The objectives of these controlled burns 
were to control woody encroachment, reduce 
fuel loading, return nutrients to the soil, and 
promote wildlife and plant species diversity.

Your financial support allows us to accomplish 
these goals. Consider donating to increase our 
impact across our region. Email katie@trlt.org 
with any questions.

SCAN HERE to contact  

Katie Stovall at katie@trlt.org 

about land management needs.

SCAN HERE to donate to TRLT 

and support our efforts to 

enhance wildlife habitat.
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Photography by Katy Perry
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Revisited
I recently crossed off a significant 
bucket list item - visiting the 
Hardaway Site in Stanly County. 

The Hardaway trip was on January 20th and 
organized by Three Rivers Land Trust as a 
unique opportunity to visit this significant Native 
American archaeological site. 

The Hardaway Site is located just outside of the 
town of Badin above the Yadkin River. The site 
name comes from the Hardaway Construction 
Company that built the dam here, which forms 
Badin Lake. The site was first identified as 
a significant archaeological site by Herbert 
M. Doershuk, an electrical engineer with the 
Carolina Aluminum Company. He showed the 

By Crystal Cockman 

Associate Director

HARDAWAY

site to Joffre Coe in 1937. It became one of 
three sites (the other two being the Doerschuk 
Site in Montgomery County and Lowder’s Ferry) 
that allowed Coe to describe in chronological 
order the prehistoric site occupations from 
about 10,000 to 2,500 years ago.

The event started at the Badin Inn with a 
lecture by Dr. Randy Daniel, Jr., a professor 
of anthropology at East Carolina University. 
He talked about the history of the site and 
its significance, along with his own doctoral 
research. Then participants were taken by 
rented vans to the actual site where the 
excavations occurred back in the 40s and 50s, 
and then again in the 1970s. A friend of Dr. 
Daniel was at the event and there was a picture 
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of that friend participating in the excavations in 
the 1970s in the slideshow he presented.
The site itself is on land that was recently 
transferred from the Aluminum Company of 
America (ALCOA) to the state of North Carolina 
as a new addition to Morrow Mountain State 
Park. However, it is not open to the public 
and there are signs around the site that 
say “Protected Area” and prohibit digging, 
excavating, disturbing the ground, or removing 
any material from the site. We passed through 
two locked gates to get there, guided by Morrow 
Mountain Superintendent Jeff Davidson.

Once there, the site looks like a prominent  
point on Badin Lake with grassy, open 
understory, hardwood forests. I imagine it 
looked much different when the excavations 
were going on, so much so that Dr. Daniel and 
his friend couldn’t pinpoint the exact spot where 
excavations took place. But the whole area was 
not too large so we were likely on the spot or 
very close. You could easily see how this point 
was likely a good place for early Native peoples 
to gather, where they could see for a distance 

and near the lake where they could fish. It is a 
convenient location to Morrow Mountain which 
was known to have high quality rhyolite used for 
making projectile points.

It was an awesome experience to be in that 
spot where so many people have been known to 
have also visited, as far back as 10,000 years 
ago. I really enjoyed the ability to visit the site 
and get a tour with some of the folks who have 
studied the location extensively. 

* Artifact given to TRLT by donor, not found at the Hardaway Site.
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Celebrate a landmark year and help us achieve our next  
record-breaking milestone with an unforgettable evening of 
dinner, dancing, and silent auction at an elegant new venue.

A  N I G H T  T O  R E M E M B E R

LEAVE A L ASTING LEGACY

R I V E R D A N C E

PREMIER SPONSOR $5 ,000

•	VIP Access to Riverdance (5:30pm)
•	2 tables of 8 for dinner
•	Recognition on Three Rivers podcast
•	Recognition on Three Rivers social media
•	Thank You banner at Riverdance
•	Logo/name in Three Rivers newsletters

PRESENTING SPONSOR $3 ,500

•	 1 table of 8 for dinner
•	Recognition on Three Rivers social media
•	Thank You banner at Riverdance
•	Logo/name in Three Rivers newsletters

HABITAT SPONSOR $2,000

•	 1 table of 8 for dinner
•	Recognition on Three Rivers social media
•	Thank You banner at Riverdance

SATURDAY,  AUGUST 24
6pm - 10:30pm

CEDAR HILL
450 Clark Road

Salisbury, NC 28146

S A V E
T H E

D A T E

To attend, scan here

or email sarah@trlt.org



Habitat  
Summit
The Habitat Summit connects professionals 
and landowners with the information they 
need to achieve their conservation goals.

Featuring informative talks from experts across the 
Southeast who will share the latest habitat research, 
wildlife science, and practical management advice for 
property owners and conservation professionals alike.

Friday, August 9, 2024

Presenting Sponsor Habitat Sponsor
•	Prominent logo location 

on welcome banner
•	Logo on promo item
•	Vendor table included
•	Logo on digital backdrop
•	Listed in agenda

•	Vendor table included
•	Logo on digital backdrop
•	Logo on welcome banner
•	Listed in agenda

•	Vendor table included
•	Logo on digital backdrop
•	Logo on welcome banner

$1,000$2,500$5,000

Premier Sponsor

Habitat Summit Sponsorship Benefits

Reach your goals. Call (704) 647-0302, email alexis@trlt.org or scan here.



H.E.L.P.
NEEDED
With private lands accounting for over 95% of 
the region, the Habitat Enhancement Lands 
Program is a critical component in conserving 
our region's biodiverse resources. The 
responsibility of wildlife and forest management 
cannot be left only to state or federal agencies. 
Private lands in North Carolina account for the 
majority of the acreage, which in turn, are left 
holding the majority of wildlife species. If we 
truly want to improve populations of declining 
wildlife species, that work has to also occur on 
private lands.

Program assistance includes the professionally-
trained staff crafting customized forest 
management plans, assistance with 
reforestation and planting of trees, pollinator 
habitat improvement, or deer and turkey wildlife 
management plans. The program provides 
access to highly qualified natural resource 
professionals who are trained in wildlife and 
forest management to assist landowners 
wherever needed. The intent of the H.E.L.P 
program is to improve wildlife habitat and forest 
health by promoting stewardship of forests and 
wildlife within local communities. 

Scan here to contact Katie 
Stovall at katie@trlt.org 
if you have areas on your 
property that you would like 
to enhance.



YOU. GAME.
PRIVATE LAND.
With the Three Rivers 
Sportsman Access Program, 
�it’s pursuit on your terms.

PRIVATE LAND, EXTENSIVE REACH
Access to nearly 4,000 acres of conserved,  
�low pressure, actively managed land.

HUNT MULTIPLE COUNTIES
Hunt in Davie, Rowan, Montgomery, and 
�Moore counties.

MEMBERSHIP AND LOTTERIES
Memberships start at $100 and include 4 
permit �lottery entries. Each draw provides a 
chance to �hunt your own block for a week.

SCAN HERE TO SIGN UP!

To learn more, visit   
trlt.recaccess.com or  
call (704) 647-0302



LONG LIVE
the 

LONGLEAF
By Davis Grubb 

Three Rivers Land Trust Volunteer
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On Monday, March 18th, Three Rivers Land 
Trust planted 2,000 longleaf pine seedlings 
on their Cotton Creek Preserve, also known 
as the Saunders property. The tract consists 
of 30-acres of grassland sprinkled with the 
towering pillars of old longleaf pines. Several 
weeks before the planting, a controlled burn 
had been conducted, clearing out many 
smaller patches of grass and brambles and 
scorching the trunks of the lofty pines (but not 
causing any permanent distress to them).
 

Roughly 30 people attended, including TRLT 
staff, members of The Longleaf Alliance (TLA), 
Appalachian Mountain Brewery (AMB), and 
volunteers who had driven out to the tract 
located outside the little town of Star, which 
borders the Uwharrie National Forest. The 
volunteers were of all ages, from the elderly to 
children not yet five. The seedlings had been 
purchased through the support of AMB and 
TLA, and had come in six cardboard boxes. 
They were small, about 4 inches of budding 
pine and 4 inches of clumped root and soil. 
We set out to cover the tract with the 
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seedlings, each carrying a bag full of roughly 
50 and carrying either a shovel or dibble bar. 
They took to the tract and began planting, 
taking care that the tops of the seedlings poked 
out of the ground and that each seedling was 
planted at least 10 feet apart. The event lasted 
two hours, and by the end, each of the 2,000 
seedlings had found a new home in the ground. 

Why were we planting longleaf pines when 
there are hundreds of other native tree species 
we could plant? The answer is that 300 years 
ago, North Carolina was a very different 
looking place. There were still large swaths 
of old growth forest with the dominant tree 
species being the longleaf pine. The pine trees 
were the foundation of many southeastern 
forest ecosystems, but with the expansion 
of European colonists came mass logging, 
suppression of regenerative wildfires, and 
clearing land for agriculture. By the early 1900s, 
the longleaf pine had all but disappeared from 
the American landscape, only surviving in small 
pockets across the southeast.

Longleaf pines are highly fire-resistant; in fact, 
they require fire for their survival. Fires can 
clear out less resilient trees and many harmful 
shrubs that impede longleaf pine growth, 
making it essential to conduct controlled burns 
on areas where longleaf pines are planted. TRLT 
had conducted such a burn weeks before, in 
preparation for the planting.

Restoration of longleaf pines and longleaf 
forests is essential for the conservation of 
biodiversity and environmental health in North 
Carolina. Plantings like the one we conducted at 
this tract helps this once disappearing species 
to rebound. Hopefully, through the efforts of 
conservation groups and unique partnerships 
like the one between TRLT, TLA, and AMB, we’ll 
see longleaf pine forests expand out and return 
to Americas’ Southeast.
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Got Away
By Jeffery Davidson
Morrow Mountain State Park 
Superintendent

T H E  O N E  T H AT
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For the last couple years, 
hunting Three Rivers Land 
Trust property has been 
rewarding, and has filled 
our deep freezer with  
wild game.

Thanks to Three Rivers Land Trust, these lands 
are protected for future generations. The rolling 
hills in Montgomery County are centered in the 
Uwharrie Mountains and filled with the sounds 
of the Uwharrie River peacefully weaving 
through. Not only does nature speak through 
these woods but if you sit and listen, you can 
hear the voices of the native people who have 
continuously occupied and hunted these lands 
for thousands of years. These lands are sacred 
and rejuvenating.

While Three Rivers Land Trust has many prime 
hunting properties, I prefer to hunt their Low 
Water Bridge property. I have memories of 
visiting Low Water Bridge as a child and even 
have an old clip of a Montgomery Herald 
newspaper photo from 1990, of my mother, 
younger brother, and myself during a camping 
trip at Low Water Bridge. On that trip, the river 
flooded overnight, wiped out our campsite, and 
almost swallowed our vehicle. Even today, after 
a major rainfall when I see the bridge under 
water, I am reminded of that story and the 
memories my family have made on these lands.

For the past two years, I have been fortunate to 
be awarded several draw hunts at Low Water 
Bridge. On a few days during those weeks, I 
hunt alone and enjoy the quiet solitude. On 
most hunting days, I’ve been able to take my 

15-year-old son, Cade, with me. The time spent 
with him in the woods has been a great way 
to continue making family memories on these 
lands, sharing hunting heritage with him, and 
fostering an appreciation for environmental 
stewardship. Cade shot his first deer a couple 
years ago on Block 1. He shot his second deer 
on Block 4. We had fun last year on Block 2 
calling in a turkey gobbler within shooting range.

THE "BIG FISH" STORY

This past deer season provided an entertaining 
story that’s hard not to share. On a cold 
Thursday morning, sitting in a hunting blind 
on Block 1, a doe ran through at about 100 
yards with a large 8-10 point buck running full 
speed behind her. I had been talking to some 
of the local hunters and they mentioned a large 
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white-tailed buck running across the road a 
couple days prior near this property. I felt that 
this may be that very same deer. I gave a simple 
grunt call and he stopped for a couple seconds, 
long enough for me to get on target and take a 
shot. I was certain I placed a good shot directly 
in the vitals. He ran a short 30-40 yards and 
disappeared behind a tree. I waited about 
30 minutes before going to claim my trophy. 
Arriving on scene, not only did I find no deer, 
but I couldn’t find any blood, even after hours 
of grid searching. I packed up, headed home, 
determined to return the next day to find  
the deer.

Early Friday morning, on my birthday, I threw my 
gear in the truck and headed back to
the same spot. This time though, I had Cade 
with me. He has better eyes and is quicker 
scaling the high hills on this property. He had 
heard me tell my “large buck” story the night 
before and promised to return with me to help 
search the woods. I’m sure he shook his head, 
thinking the deer probably wasn’t as big as I 
described and that I was exaggerating. Many 
of us have our “big fish” stories, right? I had 
promised Cade that we would hunt until noon, 
then go out and search the backwoods of the 
hunting block for my big buck. We got to the 
blind early and settled in. It was a cold morning 
with frost on the ground. We were bundled up 

with at least five layers of clothing. Sunlight 
slowly lit up the treetops and a couple of does 
walked through. I looked over at Cade to see 
him curled up, sleeping on the ground. The 
thought of waking him to see if he wanted to 
take a shot crossed my mind, but I decided to 
let him get a few more minutes of sleep. Noon 
came and nothing else walked through. We 
crawled out of the blind and started a walk 
to search for signs from the large buck from 
Thursday. Walking the hills was tough work 
and Cade advised me he was hot and tired. He 
decided to walk back to the blind to cool down, 
remove some layers, and drink some water. I 
continued walking the far property boundary 
and worked my way slowly back towards  
the blind.

"By creating these types of memories with our families, 
I pray that we will inspire future generations to be good 
stewards of the land and in return, make memories in the 
woods with their families."

A YOUNG JEFFERY DAVIDSON, 1990
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THE ENCOUNTER

My search for the buck was unsuccessful. 
As I made my way closer to the blind, Cade 
came out to meet me. He said he found my 
buck. I saw a deer skull mounted on a stick 
and propped against a tree. Not funny. Then, 
he proceeded to show me a two-minute video 
of a large buck-8 to 10 points-on his phone. 
When Cade had gone back to the blind, he had 
stripped down to his underwear trying to cool 
down. He said he was sitting there with all his 
clothes around his ankles when he heard some 
leaves rustling, and he was hoping that it was 
me returning from my search. Instead, he found 
himself staring at a large buck about 30 yards 
away. Looking around, he saw about six does 
with him. So, there sat my son: no rifle (we only 
brought one rifle that day, and I had it with me), 
no clothes, and a trophy buck that he could only 
capture with his phone. He felt so defeated. I 
encouraged Cade to treasure the memory and 
the experience. He is still frustrated but has 
since shared his story and video with family 
and friends. I was happy to know there was no 
injured buck in the woods and that the buck 
was left to live another day. Maybe he’ll still be 
there next season.

Thanks again to the Three Rivers Land Trust 
for protecting these beautiful lands, allowing 
members the opportunity to hunt some of 
them, and being a platform to create memories 
with our families. By creating these types of 
memories with our families, I pray that we will 
inspire future generations to be good stewards 
of the land and in return, make memories in the 
woods with their families.

CAUGHT ON CAMERA: THE LUCKY BUCK
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SAVING

FAMILY FARMS
President John F. Kennedy once said that the 

farmer is “the only man in our economy who 

must buy everything he buys at retail, sell  

everything he sells at wholesale, and pay  

the freight both ways.” 

Accounting for nearly 20% of the overall gross state product, 
North Carolina agricultural lands are indispensable. They are 
the visible embodiment of the largest economic sector in our 
state, grossing over $100 billion in economic value. “While there 
may not be a building or parking lot in the rural fields of our 
state, make no mistake, they are North Carolina’s number one 
industry” said Travis Morehead, Executive Director of  
Three Rivers Land Trust.
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Between 2001 and 2016, 732,000 acres of 
farmland in North Carolina were developed 
or compromised. That means that NC lost or 
compromised 5.5 acres of farmland every 
hour for 15 years. If we continue to grow as 
we have historically, it is projected NC will lose 
another 1.1 million acres of farmland by 2040 
according to the American Farmland Trust.

“The rapid loss of agricultural lands is why 
we have dedicated significant resources to 
permanently conserve family farms in our 

region” said Travis Morehead. “When we lose 
a farm to development, we lose our region’s 
character and our way of life.” Three Rivers 
Land Trust submitted several applications 
this year to the NC Agricultural Development 
and Farmland Preservation (NCADFP) Trust 
Fund, and the USDA Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program (ACEP) for the purchase 
of farmland conservation easements and has 
been awarded funds for five of these farms.

In August 2023, the federally funded USDA 
ACEP program awarded $977,812 to Three 
Rivers Land Trust for the protection of a dairy 
farm in Iredell County. This first phase protects 
380 acres of the farm with more portions of 
the farm anticipated to be conserved in the 
future. Since 2003, there has been a dramatic 
decline in the number of dairies in the United 
States, with a loss of more than half of licensed 
dairy operations, and now there are just shy of 

32,000 dairy operations in the United States. 
Protecting farms with purchased conservation 
easements helps ensure these operations 
continue to be economically sustainable.

In October 2023, the State-funded NCADFP 
Trust Fund awarded funds to TRLT for four farms 
totaling $1,459,422. This includes two small 
grain farms totaling 169 acres in Cabarrus 
County, a 45-acre beef cattle farm in Davidson 
County, and a 75-acre sheep farm in  
Moore County.

“We are incredibly excited to have been 
awarded funds for these projects,” said 
Associate Director Crystal Cockman. “Without 
the support of these grant agencies, TRLT 
corporate partners like Chick-fil-A and SC 
Johnson Company, and TRLT members, our 
ability to conserve our region’s farms would  
not exist.”

The total award from these farmland  
grant agencies totals $2,457,234 and  
will protect 659 acres. This is all funding 
that will go directly to landowners for  
the permanent conservation of  
their properties.

"Protecting farms with purchased conservation  
easements helps ensure these operations continue  
to be economically sustainable."
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P R OT E C T I N G
LO C A L  WAT E R S

When you decide to swim in a local lake, kayak on a 
scenic river, or drink water straight from your tap, you’re 
relying on organizations like Three Rivers Land Trust to 
protect that natural resource. TRLT has conserved over 
350 miles of stream frontage in the central Piedmont and 
Sandhills since 1995. That is longer than the distance from 
Greensboro to Atlanta. 

The NC Land and Water Fund (NCLWF) is a program of the Division of Land and 
Water Stewardship within the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural 
Resources. NCLWF awards funding each year to nonprofits, local, and state 
governments across North Carolina to conserve these valuable natural resources. 
This year, NCLWF awarded full funding to TRLT for five projects.
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The first project will conserve a 204-acre 
natural area in Richmond County adjacent 
the Pee Dee River. The protection of this 
tract’s mature hardwood forest is located on 
five tributaries to the Pee Dee River.  “Tracts 
like this allow for water to naturally filter 
through the conserved area before entering 
the river, protecting water quality and aquatic 
biodiversity,” said Crystal Cockman, Associate 
Director of TRLT. 

The second project is an 82-acre mature 
hardwood forest in Davie County with a 
tributary to the South Yadkin River. The 
South Yadkin River is a 303d listed impaired 
stream, so protecting the forest on this tract 
will help maintain and improve water quality 
in this watershed. The third project is a 
tract that adjoins Raven Rock State Park in 
Harnett County. The fourth tract is a property 
that protects a high quality watershed in 

Montgomery County, Arnett Branch. The last 
tract protects Toms Branch in Richmond 
County. The award total for these five projects 
came to $1,937,385.

“Three Rivers Land Trust is committed to 
protecting local waters through conservation 
easements, just like these,” said TRLT 
Executive Director Travis Morehead. “We 
appreciate the North Carolina General 
Assembly making this funding available to 
conserve North Carolina’s natural resources.”

This funding will go directly to landowners for 
the permanent conservation of their properties. 
To join TRLT in protecting local waters, please 
visit our website at trlt.org.
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CAMPFIRE
CONVERSATIONS

U W H A R R I E  T R A I L

Fall in love with this unforgettable 4-day, 40-mile backpacking 
trip along the full length of the historic Uwharrie National 
Recreational Trail! This beloved trail is famous for its cultural, 
natural and historical significance, gold mines, rare plants, 
abundant wildlife, ghost stories, and more! Experience some 
of the oldest mountains in the world at the height of NC's 
stunning fall season. 

Scan here to register!

16TH  ANNUAL

CAMPFIRE
CONVERSATIONS
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CAMPFIRE
CONVERSATIONS

TOPICS INCLUDE
Land Conservation | Hiking | Land Management 

Kayaking | North Carolina Species | Water Quality  
Invasive Species | Forestry & Timber  
Local Businesses | Hunting | Fishing 

SCAN HERE 
TO LISTEN

CAMPFIRE
CONVERSATIONS

THE THREE RIVERS LAND TRUST PODCAST

2 NEW EPISODES PER MONTH

Find us on Spotify and Apple Podcasts67



T H A N K  YO U
2023 DONOR RECOGNITION

THREE RIVERS SOCIETY:  $10,000+

Mary Pride Ariail • Brent and Sandy Barnes • Blythe Family • Alie Yates Brown • Andrew Davis • Alton Louis Eubanks 
• Micah Gauntner • Mike and Kat Mabry • Bradford and Shelli Stanback • Fred and Alice Stanback • Lowell Strine • 
Trevor G. Williams

THREE RIVERS SOCIETY:  $5 ,000-$9,999

Richard Allenbaugh • Adele Kirk and Lawrence Hughes • William M Edsel • Jack Horan • Jane and Mark Ritchie • 
Kerryn and Jonathan Zulman

THREE RIVERS SOCIETY:  $1,000-$4,999

Andrew and Meredith Abramson • Bob and Kaye Mason Amos • Amy Pitser Barnhardt • Johnny and Sydney Beck • 
Gary Blake • Lewin M Blue • Clint Boggs • Frank Bragg Jr. • Charles W. Broadwell • Heather Brown • Richard Bryant • 
Dean and Gail Bunce • Patricia M. Cameron • G. and Mary Chesson • Richard and Judy Childress • Darryl and Barbara 
Corriher • Steve Cosper • John and Kathy Davis • Sue Davis • Douglas and Kathryn Miller • Roddey Dowd Jr. • Dave 
Eames • Gwendolyn Freeze • Scott and Kathy Gillespie • Mike Gladden • Peter Wilson Hairston • Larry and Jennie 
Hale • Bob T Hall • Jon Hardecopf • Everett Helms • Claude Holder • Dr. Walter and Edie Holland • Leon Huneycutt • 
West Hunter III • Jim Smith & Pamela Troutman • Joe & Anne Leahy • Karl and Lynn Legatski • Bill H. Kelly • Stephen 
and Nancy Knight • Robert and Karen Knox • Michael Kucera • Mark and Jeannie Lins • Lloyd and Tammy Roberts 
• Stephen Majors • Marcus and Krista West • Martha M. McAninch • Grover McNair • Judy K McRight • Dwight and 
Deborah Messinger • Daniel Messner • Mike and Karen Snyder • John Monroe • Jeff Moose • Michael Morton • 
Cathy Norris • Edward and Susan Norvell • Shelly Oldham • R. K. Parker Jr. • Larry Pearce • Carla R Pence • Vivian 
R. Penry • Tim Peppe • James Plant and Nanci Petruccelli • Richard Pope Jr • Joshe Raetz • Hap Roberts • James 
and Marian Rollans • Sember Household • Judy Shackleford • Terry Sharpe • Richard W. Shaver • Steve Smith • Kyle 
Sonnenberg • Sonny and Katheryne Helms • Hardy Spence • Paige Stalcup •Mark Stanback and Nancy Popkin • Mary 
P Stephenson • Robert Thompson • Ned Townsend • James Underwood • Mike and Karen Walter • Mark Weissbecker 
• Weyher and Jane Dawson • Mary L.F. Williams • Sharlene Riddle Williams • Shelley C. Williamson • Amy Wilson and 
Ben Ott

$500-$999

Richard W. Adams • Herman Almond • Thomas Ammons • Michael Anderson • Rodney Arey • Tracy Armwood • 
Leonard Barnett • Jeff Beaver • Berry Household • Ricky and Kay Bevan • Edward E. Birkinshaw Jr. • Claiborne Brown 
• Sandra Brown • Ronald and Nancy Bryant • Howard and Pat Burkart • J.H. Carter III • Catherine Olive • Charles 
Cranford & Family • Alexander Chatham • Margaret Clark • John and Alice Clemens • Donny Clement III • Donald J 
Conner • James Cox • William and Susan Coxe • Janet Cresswell • Mary C. Cridlebaugh • Mike Davis • Derick Shular 
and Scarlett Kitts • James Doermann • Sandy Donovan • Duane and Madeleine Dassow • Mark Dye • Barrett Eatman 
• Steve Felts • Edgar Forrest • Robert L Fox Jr. • Frank & Roberta Quis • Robbie Franks • Spencer Fresk • Clinton 
Gentry • Hal Gibson • Thomas Gibson • Gray & Kirby Bullard • Clay and Deidre Grubb • Edward Guyer • Melinda 
Hakeman • Jason Hall • Joseph Hall • Larry Hall • David Halley • Frank Howell • Geraldine T Hurley • Nick Hynek • 
Shane Jacobs • James and Monda Russell • Steven and Celia Jarrett • Nancy Jenkins • Jim & Frances Willis • John 
and Debi White • Stuart Jordan • Louis and Judy Kandl • Aaron Kane-Eames • Jack Kimura • Zachary Koontz • 
Marcus Larose • Ron and Susan Loflin • Kelley Lowder • Matthew Lucas • Luke & Diane Fisher • Caden Lunsford • 
Lynch Household • Michael McGowen • John McLean • Barry McSwain • Stuart Mills • Ed Moore • Horace Moore • 
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Patrick Murphy • Ashton Myers • Bob and Liz Newell • Mike Oriet • John Patrick •Aaron Peeler • Bob R. Pendergrass 
• Kathryn Perry • Matthew Perry •Chris Phelps • Evelyn Poole • Crawford Alex Porter Jr. • Matthew Powers • Anne 
Presnell • Mary Joan Pugh • Frank Rankin III • Doreen Ray • Rocky Ray • James Rich • Robert and Mary McIver • 
Sawyer Russell & Meredith Poole • Nate Sharp • Monty Shores • Stanley Siceloff • Joshua Simpson • Patrick Simpson 
• George R. Slaton • Tom Smith • Roger Stanton • Erin Stedman • Steven and Mavis Blanchard •Frank Stooksbury 
• The Stancil Family • Leslie K Thiel • Thomas and Dianne Carter • Martha G Thomas • Johnson Tilghman • Tim and 
Patricia Daniel • Charles Tucker • Carol P. Tyson • Donna Verrilli • Steve and Jane Watson • Kathleen Sykes White • 
Ian Whitehurst • Jamie Williams • Alfred and Lyn Wilson • Alicia Wilson • Sandra Wright

$35-$499

Bobby Abernathy • Jose Abreu • Andres Acosta • Jonathan Adams • Matthew Adams • Valeree Adams • Mary Lou 
Addor • Jason Adkins • Carter Ailsworth • Alika Aina • Hayden Airheart • Tammy Airheart • Alan and Wanda Livingston 
• John Alexander • Allen & Jenny Furr • Jerry Allen • Michael Allen • Randy J Allen • Brandon Alley • Gabrielle Allred • 
Bill Almon • Jesson Almond • Logan Alphin • Todd Anderson • Andrew & Lacey Jones • Trevor Andrews • Margarita 
Ankeney • Russell Ankeney • Annette and Nick Crvich • Terry Anthony • Nicholas Aquilino • Robyn Arey • Russell Arnov 
• Art and Ann Parker • David Asbill • Jamie Asbill • Jerzie Asbill • David Ashe • David Auman • Karen Auman • Watts 
Auman • Kelly Austin • Teresa Austin • William Aycock • Don Ayers • Jeffrey Badgett • Jon Badgett • Brandon Bailey • 
Marylouise Bailey • Michelle C Bailey • Ronald Bailey • Sherry Bailey • Bonnie Baker • Jessica Baker • Michael Baker 
• Racelle Balconi • Jerry Baldwin • Leslie Baldwin • Hershell Ball • Michael Baranski • James Barbara • Kevin Barbee 
• Clint Barden • Debby Barden • Holly Barden • Matt Barker • Camille Barkley • Christian Barnes • Jimmy Barnett • 
Debbie Barnhardt • Oscar and Jane Barnhardt • Jamie Barras • Thomas Barrett • David Baryudin • Marty Basinger • 
Charles Bass III • John and Moni Bates • Roc Bauman • Patrick Bean • Mack Beard • Clarence and Carol Beaver • 
Troy Beaver • Mary Beth Becht • Howard Beck • Jonathan Beck • J. Shelton Beck, Jr. • Kent and Sam Beck • Sharon 
Becker • Ken Becknell • Ryan Beeson • Teri Behrens • Frank Bell • Jean-Marcel Belmont • Judith Bender • Jeff 
Benfield • David Bennett • Wyatt Benton • Blaine G. Berber • Jason Berg • Joan Berlangero • Claude H. Bernhardt • 
Jake Bernhardt • Robert and Lynn Bertram • Hilton Best • Mark Beuter • Michael Beverly • Bill and Terri Purcell • Bill 
and Vickie Woodford • Bill Kozak & Family • James Bingham • Carson Binns • Rhys Bird • John A. Bishop • Joseph 
Black • Michael Black • Sylvia Black • Trey Black • Wilbert and Carolyn Blackman • Steven Blackwelder • Nancy 
Blackwood • William Blake • Dexter Blakley • Craig Blanchard • Chris Blanton • Jake Blanton • Chelsea Blount • Steve 
and Melanie Blount • Charles Blubaugh • Bradley Bogenberger • Brandee Boggs • Patrick Boleman • Jay Bolin and 
Carmony Hartwig • Mitchel and Linda Bollag • Catherine Bollinger • William Bongaerts • Melissa Borkowski • Rafal 
Borkowski • Tomasz Borkowski • Sandra Borre • Wendy Borst • Derek Bost • Jacob Bost • Paula Bost • Rhett Bost • 
Ray Boswoeth • Mike Botkin • Casey Bowen • Krista Bowers • Roy Boyd • Chuck Boyles • Brad and Kathy Creed • 
Nelson and Rosemary Bradshaw • Amanda Brady • Robert Brandenburg Jr. • Dan Brandon • Brannon and Whitney 
Williams • Jim Brannon • Deborah Branson • Daniel Brasington • Jason Bree • Brian and Laura Stevens • Brandon 
Bridges • Chris Bridges • Kenneth and Luann Bridle • Brett Briggs • Richard Broadaway • Nancy W. Broadwell • 
Richard Broadwell • Carole Brooke • Barbara Brooks • Jason Brooks • Greg Broom • Andrew Broombaugh • Aaron 
Brown • Alfred M Brown Jr. • Arthur Brown • Charles P. Brown • Christopher Brown • Clara Brown • Darin Brown • 
Harvey Brown • John Brown • Neil Brown • Tanner Brown • Bruce & Kathy Hepler • Bruce & Kim Geddes • Bruce and 
Eileen Gresh • Frieda B. Bruton • Bryan and Jaxson Austin • Arron Bryant • Harry Bryant • Laura Bryant • Matthew 
Bryant • Perry Bryant • Vickie Bryant • Melissa Buck • Karl Buddenbaum • Kirby Bullard • Gregory Bunch • Marissa 
Burchette • Suzanne Burgess • Frankye Burke • Jeri Burleson • Kaitlyn Burleson • Allison Burnette • John Burnette • 
Savannah Burnette • Andrea Burns • Betty Burns • David Burns • Paige Burns • Byron Burrell • Charles Burris • 
Butler Household • Hilton Butler • Jim Butler •Scott Butler • Len Butts • George Byers • Laura Byers • Teresa Byers • 
Jackson Byrd • William Byrum • Roberta Cagle • Tina Cagle • Justin Cain • Samuel Caldwell • Angela Callicutt • Bruce 
Campbell • John and Katherine Campbell • John Canada • Robert Cansler • Stephen Canter • Jodi Cape • Nicholas 
Cardwell • Heather Carlie • Thomas and Mimi Carlton • Van Carlton • Darrell Carr • Cynthia Carrillo • Heather Carswell 
• Alan Carter • Phillip Craig Carter • Tim Cartner • Andrew Casey • Mark Casper • Casteen Family • William 
Castleberry • John Cates • Kristin Cathey • Sara Cerv • Juan Cervera • Collin Chambers • Robbie Chandler • 
Christopher Charest • Charles and Nancy Cunningham • Jay Chastain • Jack Chatham • Cheryl Cherne • Lesley A. 
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Chesson • Tia Chick • Thomas and Judy Childress • Chip and Margaret Dillon • Spencer Chisholm • Arnaud Choplin • 
Valerie Christy • Michael Chupita • Curtis Church • Anthony Cimaglia • Tom Cimino • Megan Clapp • Pam Clark • 
Robert Clark • Thomas Clark • William Clayton • Noah Clements • Joe Clendenin • Joyce Clevenger • Nicole Clift • 
Michelle Cline • Vincent Cline • Ben Cloninger • Thomas Coates• Michael Cobb • Charles and Diana Coble • Crystal 
Cockman • Larry Coggins • Warren Colavito • Wioleta Colby • Gregory Cole • Joe Cole Jr. • Marlene Cole • Sara 
Lucinda Cole • Craig Collier • James Collins • Raymond and Kay Coltrain • Robert Combs • Timothy Combs • Mary 
Lynn Connor • Robert and Sara Cook • Joshua Cool • Linda S. Cooper • Susanne Cooper • Kimberly Copeland • Tony 
Copeland • Eric Corbett • David Cormier • Guy Cornman III • Haley Corr • John Corum • Richard Cotton • Marla 
Coulthard • Joshua Cox • Levi Cox • Noah Crawford • Tanner Crawford • Ronald Creason • Steven Creason • David 
Creech • Allen Creed • Ashton Creed • John Creed • David Creger • Wanda Crenshaw • Jimmy & Becky Cresswell • 
Michael Cridlebaugh • Betty Crisp • John Crooks • Debbie Crow • Michael Crowley • Joyce Crump • Monty Crump • 
Nick Crvich • Emma Cubitt • Dakota Cummings • Michael Cummings • Shawnee Curtis • Alexander Cuthbertson • 
Donald Cuthbertson • Norman Czarnecki • Sophia Czarnecki • Jocelyn Daily • Meighan Daily • Dale and Cindy Newport 
• Dale and Martha Morehead • Dan & Kristi Huntsberger • Alex Daniel • Bethany Dant • Deborah Darby Knight • 
Victor Darby • Darrell and Shelley Young • Raymond Daugherty • Bryan Davenport • David & Amy Huntley • David and 
Lucinda Casey • David Young and Mary Helen Young • Jeff Davidson • Addison Davis • Dwayne Davis • Irene S. Davis • 
Samuel F. Davis Jr. • Skyler Davis • Mary Day • Karen & Tim Deal • Daniel Dean • Robert Dean • Hackney Deans • 
Kenneth Deceuster • Jestine Deepe • Lynne Deepe • Sue Deepe • Mark Degan • Gifford Del Grande • Ronnie 
Delawder • Rosa DeLoach • John DeLuca • Robert Demeulemester • Steven Dennis • Daniel Devine • Devon and 
Michele Barnhardt • Patricia Dial • Charles Dick • Gary Dick • Rachael Dickson • Stephen Dickson • Ben Dieduardo • 
Matt Dierker • G Rebecca Dill • Alex Dinello • Michael DiPilato • Kyle Dittner • Glenn and Beth Dixon • Justin Dixon • 
Linda Doherty • Patrice Dolschenko • Jacqueline Dominguez • Donald and Priscilla McLeod • Tommy Doonan • Daniel 
Dorton • Marlisa Sooy Doucet • Shaun Douglas • Dr. John and Mary Jane Bartlett • Courtney Dragiff • Lucas Draime • 
Russell Draper • Dale Draughn • Tim Draughon • Abby Draut • Abigail Draut • Henry S. Dreher • Sam Dreher • Drew 
and Kathy Williamson • Cory Drietz • Stephen J. Drinkard • David Drummond • Ron Dry • Jason Dula • Justin Dull • 
Stafford Sylvia Dunbar • Austin Dunlap • Katie Dunlap • Elissa Dunn • Ian Dunn • Tammy M. Dunn • Chance Dunning 
• Bryan Dunston • Brant Dupree • Larkin Dupree • Carol Durham • Dawn Duston • Patricia (Trish) Dykeman • Robert 
Dyson • David Eagle • Mark Eagle • Tim Eagle • Katelyn Earls • Frank and Nancy Eason • Jake Easter • Ed and Kim 
Auman • Arlene Edwards Thompson • Lisa Edwards • Robert Edwards • Mary J. Eiwen • Nathaniel Ekren • Cole Elder • 
Ken Elkins • Jerry Ellenburg • Daniel Eller • Eric Eller • Melissa Eller • Jim Elliott • Logan Elliott • Jessica Emerson • 
Bobby Emert • Brandon Emert • Lance Emert • Joseph England • Liz English • James Erik • David Erwin • Matthew 
Esposito • Gabriel Eszterhas • Clifton Evans • Tiffany Evans • Roy Fagan • Jay Farfalla • Billy Farmer • Wendy Farrell • 
James Faust • Richard Fayssoux • Cindy Feis • Joseph Ferebee • Charlie Ferrell • Tara Ferrell • Christopher Ferriss • 
Bill Ferry • Margo Fesperman • Austin Fink • Cindy Fink • Michael Finn • Sherrie Finnan • Scott and Susan Firczak • 
Nick Fischioni • Ben Fisher • Danny Fisher • Jeff Fleming • Tony Fleshman • Raymond Fletcher • Kelly Flynn • Adam 
Focte • Phyllis Foley • William Foley • Joe Folta • Kevin Forsyth • Nancy Foss • Tucker Foushee • Michael Foust • John 
Foutz • Chris Frandock • Christopher Franklin • Joe Franklin • Chris Frantz • Amanda Freeman • Charles Freeman • 
Christopher Freeman • Mary Frey • Wesley Frick • Henry Fuhrmann • Cody Fulk • Michael Nye Fulk • Chris Fuller • 
Jenny Furr • Taylor Furr • Matt Furze • Jill Fusco • Elizabeth Futrell • Michelle Gadowry • Joe Gainer • Robert and 
Donna Gaither • Igor Galiev • Igor Galiev • Dave Gallagher • Betsy Gamber • Rick Gamber • Gary Gammon • David 
and Helen Gardener • David Gardner • Mary Garren • James and Susan Garrison • Joshua Garrison • Karl Gartland • 
Gary and Lori Misenheimer • Angela Gaskell • Al Geiger • Ken Gelbach • Gene and Pat Holder • Dale Gentle • 
Jonathan Gentry • Scott and Jenny Gentry • Pete Georges • John Gerwin • Donald Gibson • Evan Gibson • Douglas Gill 
• Grant Gillespie • Carolyn Gilman-Garrick • Anselmo Gironda • Dinah Gladden • Freddy Gladden • Glenn and Jennifer 
Hudson • Makenzie Glenn • Evan Gobble • Jacob Scott Gobble • Jeffrey Gobble • Nathan Gobble • Scott Gobble • 
Everardo Gonzalez • Telena Gooch • Adele Goodman • Davon Goodwin • Jesse Goodwin • Cheryl Gorski • Brandon 
Gorsuch • Frederick Goss • Martha Goss • Evan Grady • Carey Graham • James Graham • Jo Anne Graham • Jesse 
Grantham • Charles Gray • Adam Green • Keely Greene • George and Becky Greer • Jeff and Lisa Greer • Greg and 
Heather Boykin • Gregory Household • Bruce and Kimberly Grenoble • Mandy Griffin • Cael “CJ” Griffith • Robert 
Griffith • Sam Griffith • Alyson Grine • Susan Grine • Amy Grissom • Ruth and Marcus Grissom • Robyn Gross • Matt 
Grubbs • Pamela Guest • Bryan Haeffele • Reece Hagwood • Philip Haigh • James Haines • Brad Hainley • Samuel 
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Hale • Teresa Hall Houck • Evan Hall • Wayne Hall • Denise Hallett • Maddie Hamborg • Regina Ann Hambright • 
Bobby Hancock • Tyler Haney • David A. Hannah • William Hannah • Wendy Hansmeyer • Jeff Harbaugh • Brian 
Harbour • Fred Hardin • Jason Harding • John Harding • Jennifer Hargrave • John Hargrave • Elizabeth Harkey • Fred 
Harkey • William Harkey • David Harling • Matthew Harmody • Bradley and Sofia Harper • Brandon Harper • Jim 
Harper • Theresa Harper • Andy Harqett • Connor Harrell • Abby Harris • Jason Harris • Jason Harris • Rodney Harris 
• Thomas Hart • Brad Hartle • Dylan Hartle • Brian Hartog • Dennis Hartsell • Paula Hartsell • Rocky Hartsell • 
Stephen Hartsell • Sharon Harvell • Robert Harwood • Gary Hatley • Lynne Hatley • Jackie Hawkins • Natalie Hawkins 
• Leonard Hayes • Zachary Hayes • Ann Hayes • Christopher Haynes • Jason Haywood • Jason Haywood • James 
Hazlitt • Adam & Jane Healey • Hearne Household • Tom and Hannah Hearne • Joel Hedgpeth • Terry Lee Hedrick • 
Nicholas Heglar • Patti Heilig • Dallas Heim • Austin Heine • Gene Helmick • Brad Helms • Steven Hemric • Dave 
Hendershott • GP Henderson • Kendall Henderson • Jerome Hendrix • Heather Hensley • Nicholas Hernon • Danny 
Herrman • Michael Herron • Jason Hewitt • John and Barbara Highfill • Emily Hildreth • Dennis an Kathi Hill • Jeff Hill 
• Owen R. Hill • George O Hillard III • Stephanie Hillard • Catherine Hines • Paul & Karen R. Hinkle • Bryan Hinson • 
John Hiott • Douglas Hissim • Davidson Hobson • Karen Hobson • Patricia Hodge • Frank Holder • William E. Hollan Jr. 
• Keva Hollifield • David Hollis • Eric Holloway • Mark Holloway • William Holman • Mary L Holmes • Wesley 
Holshouser • Judy Holtz • Randy Honeycutt • Gene Horne • Don Horton • Matthew Houston • David Howard • Lee 
Howard • Chuck Howell • David Howell • Lee Howell • Mark Howell • John Howlett • David W. Hoyle III • Jennifer 
Hubbard and Steven Cobb • Sandy Huberth • Grey Huddleston • Ronald Hudson • Sawyer Huff • Keith Huffman • 
Morgan Huffman • Georgia Hughes Nelson • Jim Hughes • Ellen Hulin • Edward Hull • Leslie Humphries • Hilda. Irene 
Huneycutt • John Huneycutt • Katy Huneycutt • Christopher Hunt • Candice Hunter • Kim Hunter • Sue Hunter • 
Jacob Hurr • Michael Hussey • Ronald Hyde • David Hynek • Jeff Icard • Jeremy Ingold • Kathy Ingold • Ronald Ingold 
• Robin Ingols • Ryan Ingols • Christian Ingraham • Christopher Ingram • Perry Isner • Alison Ives • Jack and Mary 
Clayton • Alicia Jackson • Lee Jackson • Jimmy Jacobs • Ken Jaeck • Mark Jahraus • Jim & Sue Molick • James and 
Beverly Offutt • James and Carole Ball • James and Cheri Mahoney • David James • Foushee James • Jane James • 
Jeslyn James • Archibald and Anne Jarrell • Sarah Jarrett • Jason Gladden and Family • Tesla Jefferson • Walt Jenkins 
• Jeremy and Megan Ferden • Jim and Annette Morgan • Joe Haner and Ellen Kesler • John and Debbie Quick • John 
and Jayne Helms • John Burton • John Wilhelm and Family • David Johnson • LeAnn Johnson • Martin Johnson • 
Richard M. Johnson • Tom Johnson • Tommy Johnson • Kasey Johnston • Catherine Jones • Craig Jones • David and 
Janet Jones • Doug Jones • Emily Jones • Harley and Cynthia Jones • Judy Jones • Kenneth Jones • Lane Jones • Phil 
Jones • Tim Jones • Jordan and Jennifer Miller • Jessica Jordan • John Jorizzo • Josh Johnson & Family • Phillip and 
Esther Juneau • Justin and Katie Furr • Jarred Karal • Shirley Karman • Andrew Kaufman • Robert Kaylor • Christina 
Kearns • Dixie Kearns • Deborah Keck • Kelly Keegan • Benjamin Keenan • Patrick Kelly • Spencer Kelly • Stan Kelly 
• Grace Kemp • Eric Kendrick • Barbara P. Kennedy • Thomas Kenney • Francis Kephart • Bruce Kerns • Leanne 
Kersey • Dennis Ketchie • Geena Keyes • Katie Keyes • Shelley Keyes • Henrietta Keziah • Kiefer Household • Anzlee 
Kilby • Robert Kilby • Kirby Kilpatrick • Peyton Kimball • Craig Kindley • Bonita King • Julie King • Lindsey King • 
Wesley King • Caleb Kirk • Tom Kirkman • Darrell Kiser • Gregg Kiser • Sonya Kiser • Henry Kluttz • Wendell Kluttz • 
Brenda Knelson • Kenneth Knight and Connie Wallace • Eric Knorr • James Koenig • Kollar Household  • Greg 
Komyathy • Kevin Koontz • Wayne C. Koontz • Jennie Kristiansen • Kim Krivit • Gene Krueger • Laura Krug • Leo 
Kulhawick • Kyle and Leigh Eastman • Frank Labagnara and W. David Garling • Seth and Diane Labovitz • Michael 
LaBrasca • Ren Lackey • Ross Lackey • Warren Lackey • David LaCoss • Stephen Laczko • Richard LaLiberte • 
Douglas E Lam • David and April Lamanno • Linda Lamb • Joyce Lambert • Kyle Lambert • Nathan Lambert • Chris 
Lambeth • Natosha Lambeth • Harry Lancaster and Jane Henderson • Kimberly Lane • Susan Lane • Keith Lang • 
John Langdon • Ann Langford • Nathan LaPerriere • Jennifer Largen • Jenny Larson • Diane Laslie • Geoff Lassiter • 
Jason Lassiter • Lee Latham • David Lattanzio • Laura Hays & Zack Johnson • Frank LaVecchia • Kolby Lawrence • 
Dennis Lawson • Luke Laxton • Raymond Layton • Ryan Leach • Tracy LeCompte • Sarah Benson Ledbetter • Chris 
Lee • Franklin and Sarah Lee • Garrett Lee • Michael Lee • Paul Lee • Ryan Lee • Clarence Lentz • Leo and Char 
Magiera • Todd Leonard • Marie Leonard-Hampton • Mike Leone • Josh Levy • Beth Lewallen • Richard M Lewis Jr. • 
Larry Lieberman • Richard V. Liles Jr. • Linda and Harold McNeill • Caroline Lineberry • Aaron Linker • David Linker • 
William List • Ed Listerman • J Michelle Liveris • David Lloyd • Robert Lloyd • Joshua Loewensteiner • Elizabeth Loflin 
• Rodney W. Loflin • Tanya Logan • Brooks Long • Grant Long • Mark Long • Melissa Long • Reece Long • Rhu 
Longfellow Smith • Becky Longuillo • Danny Longuillo • Lisa Lorenzin • Frank Lossiah • Tim Lovin • Gail Lowder • Gary 
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Lowder • Michael Lowder • Ann Lowdermilk • William Lowe • Amy Lowman • Deborah M. Lucas • Drew Lucas • Ryan 
Luckadoo • Laura Lupton • Michael Lupton • Pamela B. Luther • Edwin and Peggy Lutz • Alicia Lynch • Shannon Lynch 
• Charles Lynn • Amanda Lytton • Jamie Lytton • Charles Mabe • Andy Maben • Peggy M Mabry • John Machine • Will 
Maddux • Maddy Maitland-Walker • Todd Majors • Steven Mamolou • Danny Maness • Merritt and Judy Maness • 
Paolo Mangiafico • Elizabeth Mangrum • David Mangusso • Layla Manning • Tonya Manus • Jeff Marcus • Mark and 
Allison Doby • Elizabeth W. Marsh • Gracie Marshall • Melanie Marshall • Scott Martin • Timothy Martin • Mary and 
John Holmes • Justin Massey • Ciara Massingale • Daniel Massingale • Donna Matthews • Nancy Mauterer • Brittney 
Mays • Randall Mays • Terence McAllister • David McBride • Jessica McCall • Cole McCallister • Donald McCallum • 
Max McCaskill • Blake Mcclenny • Clay McCorkle • Clay and Carol McCorkle • Dale McCorkle • Noah McCorkle • 
Shane McCorkle • David McCoy • Glenn McCoy • Dennis McCracken • Denis McCullough • Joyce J McCullough • The 
McDaniel Household • Kevin McDaniels • Julie McDonald • Stewart McDowell • Jeff McEnteer • Melanie McEwan • 
Mark McFaden • Christianne McGee • Devon McGinnis • Timothy McGinnis • Bob McGlohon • Daniel McJunkin • 
Thomas McKeel • Ricky Mckinney • Allen and Jane McLaurin • Anita McLaurin • Eva McLean • Forest McLean • Terry 
Mclean • Marci McLeod • Danny and Towa McNair • Justin McVey • Joan Meade • William Meadows • Steady Meares 
• John Mecimore • Medford Household • Guy Medlin • Cressa Megown • Erich Meier • Donald Meisel • Dawn Melton 
• Michael Kent Melvin • Katie and Cory Menees • Mike Menius • Anessa Mercer • Kevin Mercer • Eric Merrill • Mary 
Mertz • Roger Messer • Tammy Messer • Sean Meyers • Michael and Cathy Steed • Clyde and Betty Mickle • Kirsten 
Mihok • John Milholland • Carrie Miller • Jeffery Miller • Preston Miller • Stuart and Helen Mills • Derek Millsaps • 
David Minch • Ed Minchin • Norman & Babette Minery • David Miranda • Aaron Misenheimer • Paul R. Mitchell • 
Grace Mix • Joyce Mize • Mindy Mock • Lisa Moehn • Richard Mogensen • Clement Monroe • Edward C Monroe • Fred 
Bruton Monroe • Steven Monson • Brad Moore • Daniel Moore • David Moore • Emily Moore • Ethan Moore • Glenda 
Moore • Hunter Moore • Matthew Moore • Molly Moore • Jessica Moorman • Travis Morehead • Joseph Moreno • Bob 
Morgan • Susan Morgan • Eric Morris • Kenny Morris • Michael Morris • John and Peg Morrison • Chase Morrow • 
Thomas and Sheryl Mortenson • Doug Morton • Vickie Morton • Zac Morton • Keith Moss • Heather Mountain • 
Vanessa Mullinix • Arlene J. Mulrooney • Marty Munn • Kristine Murphy • J R Murr • Jonathan Murray • Joseph Murray 
• Teresa Murray • Teresa Murray • Dara Myers • Jim Myers • Phillip Myers • Toni Myers-Beck • Andrew Nadjari • Trudy 
Nance • Rena Narron • Nathan and Susan Smyth • Kristen Navaroli • Tom Navaroli • Catherine Neill • Josh Nelson • 
Mark Nelson • Payton Nelson • Trent Nelson • Christina Newhouse • Thong Nguyen • Robert Nicholson • Diane 
Nielsen • Patrick Niemann • Rick Niersbach • Charles Nintzel • Alex Nivens • Deanna Noble • John Norris • Martha C. 
Oldham • Scott Oliver • Charles Olmeda • Gary Olsen • Tanner Orders • Jean Owen • David Page • Susan Paholsky • 
Palazzolo Family • Anne J. Palmer • Jason Pannell • Chelsey Pany • Dakota Paris • Mary Parisi • Doris Parker • 
Martha Parker • Matthew Parker • Gary and Marcia Parks • Alec Parsons • Martha G. Parsons • Joe Partin • Craig 
Patch • Dan Pate • Roger Pate • Vick Patel • Margaret Paternostro • Bobby Patterson • Elvis Patterson • Claudia 
Patton • Paul and Judy Rush • Matthew Peachey • Chris Peffer • Christopher Peluso • James (Bob) Pendergrass • 
Stephen Penn • Alex Pennell • W. Gaston Penry Jr. • Barbara T. Perzel • David Petroski • Thomas Pham • Christopher 
Phares • Jason Phibbs • Amy Phillips • Charlye Phillips • Dave Phillips • Teresa Phillips • Clifton and Jan Pickett • Lee 
Pickler • Marcus Pierce • Pipkin Household • Andrew and Theresa Pitner • Gavine N. Pitner • Julie Platte • Eric Pluer • 
Miles Poage • Mike Poe • Carol Poole • Hunter Poole • Kevin Poole  • Danny Pope • Kirk Port • Ben Porter • Chris 
Poston • Lorie Poston • Olivia Poston • Gabbie Potvin • Jay Potvin • Ralph Powell • Richard Powell • Darrell Powers • 
Diane Prendergast • Jan Pressley • Jeramy Pressley • Brain Price • Jerry Pridmore • Katie Proctor • Steve Prophater • 
Jim Pruett • Robert Puckett • Steven and Karen Puckett • Tom Pugh • Doyle Punches • Tom Puplava • Mike Pusillo • 
Robert Puskas • Christopher Queen • Greg Queen • Jason Queen • Andrew Quick •Brendan Quinn • Donald Rabon Jr. 
• Tim Ragan • Patti Rainwater • Corey Ramos • James F. Randolph • Lee Ratcliffe • Joshua Raxter • Charles Ray • 
Davis Ray • Martin Ray • Jackson Reckord • Owen Reed • Sara Reed • Walter H. Reese • Billy Reid • Annette Reikow 
• Timothy Renegar • Roger Reynolds • George Rhodes • Randall Rhyne • Richard and Linda Angstreich • Richard and 
Susan Shereff • Ryan Richards • Curtis Richie • Rick and Libby Samuels • Greg Ricks • Lee Riddle • Steve Ridenhour 
• Wayne Rider • Danny Riedel • Donald Riley • Cody Ritchie • Jeff Ritchie • Kirby Ritchie • Kathy Rivenbark • Earlene 
Rivers • Jim Roberson • Larry Roberson • Robert and Rita Menzies • Jacob Roberts • Scott Robillard • Bryan 
Robinette • Ken Rodes • Charles E. Roe • Ann Rogers • Betty Roller • Indigo Roper-Edwards • Andrea Rose • Casey 
Ross • Joseph Ross • Melissa Rossi • Jack Rouse • Tony Rouse • Garrett Rowe • Joshua Rozen • Ed Rucker • Thomas 
Rudd • Rudy Rudisill • Bob Rudolph • Gavin Rumble • Deborah Russell • Deirdre Russell • Steven Rutherford • Liza 
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Rutledge • Lea Rutter • Anne & Gordon Rutzen • Randy Sabatino • Wesley Sackenheim • Carolyn Sakowski and Alton 
Franklin • Bruce and Kathy Sanborn • Vicki Sanders • Paul Sanford • Lisa Sankowski • Erica Santella • Mark Sartori • 
Kevin Saunders • Ruth Scanlan • Stephen Schade • Alan Schaefer • Carson Schenk • Gretchen Schmitt • Dane 
Schuckman • Sarah Schultz • Taylor Seagroves • Anne Sebastian • Matt Sechler • Deatra Sellers • Steve Sells • Philip 
Semanchuk • Roy Settle • Derek Severson • Michael and Alexandra Shadroui • Bryan Sharp • Brenda Sharpe • 
Garrett Sharpe • Lynn Shaver • Scott Shaver • Shepherd Family • Randy Shepherd • Andrea Sherk • Barbara L. 
Sherman • Kenneth Shields • Richard Shields • John Shipley • Dave Shockley • Dallas Shoemaker • Kris Shoemaker • 
Pam Westmoreland Sholar • Micah Shook • Josh Shope • James Shore • Michael Shore • Tim Shore • James Cody 
Shores • Kyle Shores • Jonathan Short • Richard and Mandy Shulenburger • Michael Shupe • Ian and Talmadge 
Silversides • Mac Simmons • Ricky Simpson • Terry Simpson • Rudy Singleton • Jim Sitts • Grady Skinner • Kameron 
Skinner • John Skuce III • Kurt Slep • Eric P. Slipp • Tim Sloan • Norman R. Sloop • Small Household • Ruth Small • 
Anthony Smith • Edward Smith • James Smith and Jennifer Tuten • John Smith • Kelly Smith • Larry Smith • Marin 
Smith • Marsh Smith • Matthew Smith • Michele Smith • Talley Smith • Teresa Smith • Tony Smith • Whitman and 
Kathy Smith • Will Smith • William H Smith • Buck Smithson • Patrick Smithson • Susan Smithson • Kevin Sneed • 
Gayle Snyder • Kelvin Snyder • Michael Somero • Kenneth Sossoman • Kim Southerland • Richard Spangler • Felicia 
Spencer  • Joseph Spicer • Robert Spivey • Ken Spry • Carol Squillace • Eric Stack • Phil Stanford • Annette 
Starkweather • Gene and Misty Staton • Darren Stebbins • Chris Steele • Elaine B. Steele • Jared Steele • Stephen 
and Nicky Black • Janie Stephens • Suzanne Stevens • Christian Stevenson • Carter Stinman • Jeremy Stivaletta • 
William Stockhausen • Jennifer Stockwell • Smith Stokes • Sandy Stone • Donna Stootts • Billy Stout • Donnie Stout • 
Mark Stout • Mike Stout • John Strider • Carl Strong • Don Stroud • Stuart and Natalie Tuffnell • Ruby Sturcey • 
Martin Stutts • Tony Sullins • Sullivan Family • Rick Sullivan • Will Summer • Jamie Sumner • David and Marianna 
Swaim • Harold Swaim • Ward Swann • Shawn Swartz • Jacqueline Swift • Danny Swinney • Teresa Talley • Kathryn 
Talton • Tammy & Dave Stewart • James Tanger • James A Tart • Adam Taylor • Daniel Taylor • James Taylor • Leonard 
Taylor • Natalie Taylor • Nick Taylor • Thomas Taylor • Josh Teague • Nick Teague • Amber Terry • The Goins Family • 
The Mulligan Family • Roberts Family • The Tetter Household • The Thomason Family • Stanley Thies • Allison Thomas 
• Anne W. Thomas • Charles Thomas • Michelle Thomas • Richard Thomas • Christine Thompson • Chuck Thompson 
• Kathleen Thompson • Kay Thompson • Randy Thompson • Stacy Thompson • Alex Thornton • Beth H. Throneburg • 
Ryan Tilley • Tim & Jada Anderson • Tim and Janice Truemper • William and Charlanne Tippett • Everett Titus • David 
Tkach • Shannon Todd • Tommie and Ann Jessup • Tommy & Donna Taylor • Portu Toni • Tony & Peggy Furr • Aaron 
Towns • Karen Townsend • Nils Tracy • Jeff Trantham • John Trexler • John Trice • David Triplett • Deena Trogdon • 
Katherine Trotter • Laura Trotter • Chase Troxell • Amanda Troxler • William W. Truslow • Alison Tucker • Donald 
Tuckerv • Jeff Tucker • Julie Tucker • Sarah Tucker • Nick Tullock • Will Tulloss • Tim Turk• Brandon Turner • Raul and 
Barbara Tuset • Helen Tuttle • Teresa Tuttle • Mickey Tyson • Jimmy Underwood • Charles T. Upchurch • Jimmy Uttley 
• Trey Uttley • Whitney Uttley • Peter Valenti • Brian Van Druten • Kelley Van Druten • Mark Van Wagenberg • Thai 
Vang • Bruce VanSkiver • Dan and Anita Vasto • Bradley Vaughn • Eddie Vaughn • Michael Vela • Cason Verhine • 
Chris Verner and Gail Poulton • Catherine Verratti • Tommy Verrochi • Caridad Vicente • Ronald Vigil • Robert Vohringer 
• Jennifer Vuillermet • Jason Wade • Kenneth Wagoner • Walker and Judy Oldham • Kendra Wall • Kenneth Wall • 
Rory Wall • Kirk Wallace • Jason and Tracy Walser • Bryan Walsh • James Walston • Donald P. Walter • Bryon Walters 
• David Walters • Davia Ward • Tony Ward • Griffin Warden • Derek Ware • Kaily Warren • Lara Warren • Ronald 
Washburn • Mark Wasserman • Austin Watkins • Watson Family • Ralph Wear • Chris Weaver • Amanda Webb • 
Jamie Wedel • Robin Weeks • Patrick Wefel • Ross Weinshenker • Ellen Weinzapfel • John Weisaar • John Welch • 
Dorothy S. Welling • Donna Wellington • Alisa Wenning • Wesley & Mary Quick • Lynn E. Wesson • West Household • 
Dennis West • Jeanette West • Clarence White III • Angela White • Bruce White • Chris White • Delaney White • 
Madison White • Mark White • Robert White • James Whitener • Bill Whitley • Brenda Whitley • John Whitley • Caleb 
Whitman • Lincoln Whyte • Jesse Wigent • Adam Wilhelm • Elizabeth Wilhelm • James Willamor • Nicholas Willard • 
William and Jan Truitt • Alexander Williams • Alvin Williams • Amy Williams • Brian Williams • Evander Williams • Greg 
Williams • Laura Williams • Michael Williams • Michele Williams • Scott Williams • Trent Williams • Don Williamson • 
Sonya Williamson • John Willis • Thomas Willis • Henry Willoughby • John Willoughby • Terry Wilmoth • Wilson 
Household • Carl Wilson • Mark Wilson • Robert and Peggy Wilson • Ted Wilson • Jesse Wimberley • Abi Winegarden 
• Brandon Wingler • Heather Winslow • Jamie Wiseman • Louisa Witten • Brandon Wohlford • Donald E. Wolfe • 
Nikolas Wolfe • Stephen and Luda Wolfe • Jane Wood • Marcus Wood • Stephen Wood • Janet Woodell • Brittany 
Woods • Virginia Woollens • Dwight Wooten • Patricia Ingold Wright • Claire Xu • Fong Yang • Lee Yang • Soua Yang • 
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Brett Yauger • Dallas Ybarra • David Ybarra • Anna Yeatts • Richard Yelverton • Rose Yeskie • Patti York • Stacy York 
• John Young • Kimberly Young • Ralph Young • Lorand Zsuppan • Juan Zuluaga

CORPORATE,  FOUNDATION AND COMMUNITY  PARTNERS:  $10,000+

Chick-fil-A • Cornell University • NC Department of Agriculture • Richard Wainwright Barber Farm Preservation Trust • 
S.C. Johnson & Son, Inc. • Steven C. Leuthold Family Foundation

CORPORATE,  FOUNDATION AND COMMUNITY  PARTNERS:  $5 ,000-$9,999

Alcoa Corp • Bass Pro Shops & Cabela’s Outdoor Fund • Carolina Land Specialists, LLC. • H.W. Culp Lumber Co. • 
Leopard Stone Farm, LLC • Mary Elizabeth Hart Foundation • R. Bruce and Eleanor F. Smith Foundation 

CORPORATE,  FOUNDATION AND COMMUNITY  PARTNERS:  $1,000-$4,999

AgSouth Farm Credit • American Forest Management • Barefoot Archery • Carolina Bird Club • Cole Foundation 
Endowment Fund • Cumberland County Foundation • Donald and Elizabeth Cooke Foundation • EarthShare NC • 
F&M Bank • Fly Fishers International • Foster Farms Inc. • Grafton Archery & Outdoors, LLC • Hunting Creek Farms 
• J T Gladden Tire Disposal Inc • Jordan Lumber • Kitchin, Neal, Webb, Webb & Futrell, P.A. • Mellow Marsh Farm • 
Nexus Solutions • Norfolk Southern Foundation • North Carolina Native Plant Society • PayPal Giving Fund • Richmond 
Community Foundation • The Dowd Foundation Inc. • The Mary and Elliott Wood Foundation • United Country Real 
Estate • Uwharrie Bank  • Whitetail Properties • Backcountry & Beyond

CORPORATE,  FOUNDATION AND COMMUNITY  PARTNERS:  $500-$999

Bank of America • Dr. JH Carter III & Associates • Eli Beverly & Associates • Fidelity Bank • Garner & Williamson PA • 
Porter Farms, Inc. • Charity League of Salisbury 

CORPORATE,  FOUNDATION AND COMMUNITY  PARTNERS:  $35-$499

BSA Troop 442 • Crescent Communities • Eldorado Outpost • LPL Financial • Olmsted Garden Club • Stevens Family 
Fund • Tart & Tart, Inc • The Longleaf Alliance • Uwharrie Trailblazers • Creekside Plantation, LLC

HONORARIUMS: 

In Honor of Walt Bilous • In Honor of Elsie Brown • In Honor of Dohn & Sherri Broadwell • In Honor of Emily Callicutt 
• In Honor of Boon Chesson • In Honor of Tony F Clark • In Honor of Crystal Cockman • In Honor of David Craft • In 
Honor of Joseph Eugene Cresswell • In Honor of Beth Eames • In Honor of James W.P. Gilman • In Honor of Carrie Knox 
• In Honor of Jack Russell Lee & Hazel Ross Lee • In Honor of Darlene Martin • In Honor of Monarch Butterflies • In 
Honor of Edward & Susan Norvell • In Honor of Greta Nintzel • In Honor of Patti Jo Oliphant • In Honor of OTL Farms 
• In Honor of Eric Pence • In Honor of Buford & Mary Newport Poole • In Honor of Joseph Angelo Pucillo • In Honor 
of Chezley Royster & Chip Greer • In Honor of Rev. George Slaton • In Honor of Dan Sarah Smith • In Honor of Wendy 
Smith • In Honor of John Walser • In Honor of Jason & Sue Walser • In Honor of Jane Lee Watson • In Honor of Trevor 
Williams • In Honor of Al Wilson • In Honor of Sofie Zuluaga 

MEMORIAMS:

In Memory of Debbie Bernhardt • In Memory of Walt Bilous • In Memory of Patricia Burton • In Memory of Sam Buchan 
• In Memory of Angelene Beall Calvert • In Memory of Joey Cresswell • In Memory of Bill Cresswell • In Memory of 
Charlie & Fay Harris • In Memory of Dennis Hill • In Memory of Marc K. Franks • In Memory of Bill Faust • In Memory of 
Max Legatski • In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Weldon W. Lowder • In Memory of Eric Pence • In Memory of Hubert E. Olive Jr. 
• In Memory of Maxine Poole • In Memory of Donnie Richardson • In Memory of Dale “SLIM” Rich • In Memory of Janie 
Smith • In Memory of Ray Shular • In Memory of Dan G. Smith • In Memory of Anne Wall Thomas • In Memory of Jim 
Wilford • In Memory of Peggy Whitaker
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L E AV E  A L E G AC Y
BE A CHAMPION FOR CONSERVATION WITH  

UNIQUE PL ANNED GIVING OPTIONS

A Donor-Advised Fund (DAF) is an opportunity 
to put your charitable dollars to work on your 
own terms, giving you the flexibility to tailor your 
philanthropic giving in easy, cost-effective ways. 
You can initiate a grant directly from your DAF 
by using our convenient DAF Direct Widget on 
our website, trlt.org.

While many planned giving options are gifts 
that are meant for the future, there are several 
options that allow you to make an immediate 
impact on conservation in your community. 
Unlike other legacy giving vehicles, the options 
below are two types of gifts that you can 
achieve online in a few clicks, without the 
expense of an attorney. These approaches to 
philanthropy will enable you to immediately see 
the impact of your generosity, making you a 
champion for conservation both today and for 
generations to come.

COMMIT TO CONSERVATION 
THROUGH YOUR IRA 

If you are 70 or older with a traditional IRA, 
you are eligible to make a tax-free gift to Three 
Rivers Land Trust called a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD). Because you are not 
receiving the money yourself, you will not pay 

taxes on the transfer, so this is a very tax-smart 
way to make a gift even if you don't itemize 
deductions on your tax return. By making a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) to Three 
Rivers Land Trust from your IRA, you are making 
an immediate difference and commitment to 
conserving our lands, in a tax-savvy way that 
will enable you to create a lasting legacy for 
future generations through your generosity.

MAKE AN IMMEDIATE IMPACT 
THROUGH YOUR DAF

DAFs are a philanthropic vehicle that allow 
you to thoughtfully set aside money for charity 
giving, obtaining a tax deduction on that money 
at the time you establish or contribute to the 
fund. Funds are even flexible in the amounts 
that can be donated, making it a philanthropic 
tool that is perfect for anyone.

If you would like to learn more about planned 
giving options, we would be happy to answer 
any questions you have. Please consult your 
attorney and your tax or financial advisors as 
well. Your attorney or financial advisor can also 
get in touch with us. All information regarding 
your charitable contribution will be held in the 
strictest of confidence. 

The information on this page is for educational purposes and is not considered tax or legal advice. Please consult with 

your professional advisor while making charitable plans. Three Rivers Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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BOARD
Mike Mabry 	 Iredell County 
President

Mike Morton 	 Davie County 
Vice President 

Frances Willis	 Scotland County  
Secretary 

Richard Allenbraugh 	 Moore County 
Treasurer 	

Karen Aumen	 Montgomery County

John Bartlett	 Harnett County

Darryl Corriher	 Rowan County

Monty Crump	 Richmond County

Kathy Davis	 Stanly County

Ben Fisher	 Rowan County

Davon Goodwin	 Scotland County

Leon Honeycutt	 Stanly County

Larry Hale	 Cabarrus County

West Hunter	 Iredell County

Stacy Keyney	 Montgomery County

John Monroe	 Moore County

Steve Smith	 Davidson County

STAFF
Travis Morehead | Executive Director 
travis@trlt.org

Crystal Cockman | Associate Director	  
crystal@trlt.org

Emily Callicutt | Sr. Land  Protection Specialist  

emily@trlt.org

Kyle Shores | Land Protection Specialist 

kyle@trlt.org

Katie Stovall | Conservation Land Manager 

katie@trlt.org

Mark Bost | H.E.L.P. Coordinator		

mark@trlt.org

Matthew Williams | Sr. Stewardship Associate 

matthew@trlt.org

Barry Hull | Sandhills Conservation Coordinator	

barry@trlt.org	
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EVENTS
CALENDAR
Every year TRLT hosts tons of exciting hikes, 
paddles, shed hunts and sporting tournaments. 
Check out our calendar and never miss an event! Scan here see the calendar!


