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Seeds 
for the 
Future 
30 Years of Conservation & Legacy
A letter from TRLT President Mike Mabry

As we mark the 30th anniversary of Three Rivers Land 
Trust, it is with immense gratitude and pride that I 
reflect on the remarkable journey we’ve undertaken 
together. Over the past three decades, our collective 
efforts have conserved over 50,000 acres of land 
throughout the Piedmont and Sandhills of North 
Carolina—all conserved for future generations.

When Three Rivers Land Trust was founded in 1995, 
the goal was simple: to protect our region's natural 
beauty, ecological diversity, and rich history. Today, 
we can proudly say that we have far exceeded 
that vision, thanks to the passion, dedication, and 
generosity of each person who has contributed to  
this endeavor.

Every one of us is connected to our mission of 
expanding public lands, saving family farms, and 
protecting local waters and wildlife habitat. Whether 
it’s ensuring access to spaces for outdoor recreation, 
conserving the farmland that feeds and clothes us, 
or protecting the vital habitats our native wildlife 
calls home, our collective commitment has created 
a lasting impact. From the lush wetlands along the 

Pee Dee River to the towering longleaf pines of the 
Sandhills, the lands we’ve conserved tell the story of 
our region’s past and promise a future where nature 
thrives alongside our communities.

North Carolina’s agricultural lands are ranked the 
second most threatened in the nation, which poses 
a serious challenge to local food production and 
our state’s economy. The agricultural industry is 
North Carolina’s number one industry, and we 
are committed to helping ensure that it continues 
to thrive. Through our work, we are conserving 
family farms, protecting agricultural lands from 
development pressures, and securing the resources 
needed to support local food systems.

Currently, we have many farmers trying to conserve 
their farms but unfortunately the funding at the 
state and federal level is not sufficient to support the 
need. If this is important to you, I encourage you to 
reach out to your government representative and 
voice support. As always, we appreciate any financial 
support to help us with this critical mission.

Our work has conserved critical wildlife habitat, 
improved water quality, and provided expanded 
outdoor recreation opportunities, ensuring 
that everyone can continue to enjoy the beauty 
of our landscapes. But, as we reflect on these 
accomplishments, we also recognize that our work  
is not done.

As we celebrate this incredible milestone, I invite 
you to be a part of the next chapter of our story. With 
your financial support, we can continue our work to 
protect land in North Carolina. Every contribution—
no matter the size—plays a critical role in our mission 
to expand public lands, save family farms, and 
protect local waters and wildlife habitat.
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LEARNING FROM THE PAST
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LEARNING FROM THE PAST
Our state certainly has 
changed since European 
explorers first arrived in  
what would later become 
North Carolina. 

Did you know that elk once roamed North 
Carolina as far east as Raleigh? Most of North 
Carolina’s native elk were decimated by 
unrestrained hunting in the late 1700’s. The same 
could be said for other native species that call 
North America home. Between 30-50 million 
bison roamed the great plains in the early 1800s. 
Today, their population is around 400,000. Bison 
were hunted nearly to extinction, due in part to 
the market demands for their tongues and hides. 

Closer to home, the estimated whitetail deer 
population for the entire state of North Carolina 
was 10,000 animals in the early 1900s. Today, 
whitetail deer have a population of over 1 million 
animals. An even more modern example is the 

historic recovery of the eastern wild turkey. In 
1970, the estimated population of wild turkeys 
in North Carolina was only 2,000 birds. By 2020, 
that population grew to over 270,000 birds. My 
question to you is, "Why?" Why have we seen 
decimated wildlife populations rebound?

First, I would offer that regular folk noticed what 
was happening and decided to get involved. The 
actions of a few led to meaningful regulations 
that govern these species, which helped to aid 
their recovery.  Regulations, coupled with support 
from hunters, are largely responsible for the 
abundance of deer and turkey now in  
North Carolina.

What lessons can be learned from our past 
regarding important, finite natural resources? 
We've come a long way in protecting animal 
species, but is there another resource that we 
may be overlooking? A resource on the well-worn 
path to being decimated in the 21st century? I 
believe there is, and I believe that resource is 
rural lands.

“To waste, to destroy our natural resources, to skin and exhaust the land instead 
of using it so as to increase its usefulness, will result in undermining in the days 
of our children the very prosperity which we ought by right to hand down to them 
amplified and developed.”

- Theodore Roosevelt

By Travis Morehead, TRLT Executive Director
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By the early 1960s, North Carolina's wild turkey population had  
dramatically decreased due to unregulated market hunting and habitat 
loss. But now there are an estimated 270,000 turkeys across the state.
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Depending on which study you read, North 
Carolina is somewhere between the 2nd and 4th 
fastest-growing state in the country, with 4 of 
the top 10 fastest-growing metropolitan areas in 
the country. The Old North State is anticipated 
to become the 7th most populous state by 2030. 
Our state is fortunate to have a great climate, 
business opportunities, a relatively low cost 

of living, varied terrain, big cities, and small 
towns. All of these attributes and many more 
are inspiring more people to call North Carolina 
home. However, this influx of people causes 
significant growing pains for local governments 
across the state. The call for more homes, 
affordable housing, and improved transportation 
systems can be heard. As more new housing 
developments are proposed, the phrase,  
“Let the market decide” can also be heard.

If we look back into history, the “market” decided 
that there should not be bison on the Great 
Plains, and that their hides and tongues were 
more valuable in stores than their presence on 
the prairies. The market decided much the same 
for elk in the Piedmont of North Carolina in the 
late 1700s, deer in the early 1900s, and turkeys in 
the 1970s. The herculean effort it took to restore 
these wildlife populations through regulation 
and conservation is one of our greatest success 
stories. However, if we are not careful, we are 
going to lose something that makes North 
Carolina, North Carolina. We're going to lose a 
natural resource that, once it's lost, can never be 

reintroduced. That resource is rural lands. These lands 
contain the rich soils needed to feed and clothe us, they 
produce timber for our home improvement projects, 
and they support the livestock for our meals and  
family BBQs.
 
Rural lands are under tremendous development 
pressure. Did you know that 59% of North Carolina’s 

agricultural soils are considered “nationally 
significant”? What does "nationally significant" mean? 
It means that these soils are so valuable that it takes 2-3 
times as many acres of marginal soils to produce the 
same yield as just one acre of national significant soils. 
 
We must conserve our state’s rural lands. Conserving 
the rural lands of North Carolina is conserving the true 
character of North Carolina. We are not known for our 
burgeoning metropolises, nor do I think we want to be. 
Let's learn from our past mistakes when it comes 
to conserving our natural resources. Let's not repeat 
the same error by allowing the “market” to dictate 
what North Carolina becomes in the future.  

If this message resonates with you, I invite you to 
join our conservation mission. Be part of those few 
folks willing to take a stand, to consider the long-term 
consequences of our actions, and make a difference 
for those that come after us. Join us, and let’s make a 
difference for our state’s rural lands.

“We are prone to speak of the resources of this country as inexhaustible;  

this is not so.”
- Theodore Roosevelt
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Three Rivers Land Trust is partnering with the 
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 
(NCWRC) to permanently protect 488 acres 
in Ashe County, known as the Big Branch 
property. Three Rivers Land Trust is raising 
funds to purchase, conserve, and then transfer 
the 488-acre property to the NCWRC.  The Big 
Branch property will become a new gameland 
managed by the NCWRC, creating new public 
access opportunities for sportsman and anglers. 
According to the North Carolina Natural Heritage 
Program, this property stands out as it contains 
outstanding resource waters, the highest water 
quality designation given to streams in North 
Carolina, and trout streams.  This property is 
unique because of the diversity of vegetation 

types found within it, including Northern 
Hardwood Forest, High Elevation Red Oak Forest, 
Early Successional Fields, and Montane Seeps. 
The Big Branch property hosts several plant 
species of special concern, including Carolina 
saxifrage, mountain watercress,  and Meehan's 
mint. These plants only survive on Rich Montane 
Seeps and seepy boulders in Northern Hardwood 
Forests. With your support, TRLT can acquire 
this property, protecting its unique features, and 
increase public recreation opportunities.

To help TRLT expand public lands, consider 
supporting this project by visiting our 
website and donating.  www.trlt.org/donate.

ASHE COUNTY BIG BRANCH PROPERTY

THESE BIG PROJECTS
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Three Rivers Land Trust is actively working to 
protect prime agricultural land in the Piedmont 
and Sandhills regions of North Carolina. North 
Carolina is losing farmland at an unprecedented 
rate and is the state with the second most 
threatened farmland in the nation. According to 
the American Farmland Trust, every hour, North 
Carolina loses more than 5.5 acres of farmland. 
The Farmland Protection Fund helps TRLT 
protect fertile farmland, helping NC to meet 
increasing demand for food needs for a growing 
population and to conserve the rural character 
of our region.

 As of March, 2025, TRLT has over 5,700 acres 
of farmland seeking protection. This means 

TRLT has the opportunity to conserve over 40 
family farms across the region, keeping farms 
in production and permanently protected 
from development. Contributions to the TRLT 
Farmland Protection Fund allow staff to leverage 
the needed state and federal grant funding and 
accomplish farmland protection projects. 

To support our farmland conservation efforts 
please consider donating generously to TRLT 
at www.trlt.org/donate.

FARMLAND PROTECTION FUND
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You may have driven through Cleveland on U.S. 
70 on your way to major Interstates 40, 77, or 
85. Surrounding these roads are the creeks, lush 
woodlands, and farmlands that characterize 
Cleveland. Three Rivers Land Trust has a historical 
relationship with this part of North Carolina, 
helping landowners to conserve hundreds of acres 
of farmland and natural landscapes since the 
organization’s establishment. 

Cleveland, North Carolina is 
well-defined by its unofficial 
(but official) town statement: 
“It is great to be from  
West Rowan!”

For Eric.
By Dr. Carla Pence
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In 2024, 500 more acres of land were conserved 
in Cleveland, North Carolina, in honor of Dr. Carla 
Pence's late husband, Eric Pence. Carla and the 
family wanted to honor their late husband and 
father, Eric Pence, by conserving their property 
with Three Rivers Land Trust. “Eric loved the 
farm, woods and wildlife, especially the birds. We 
wanted to honor the previous landowners who 
sold this land to us with the idea that it would be 
well cared for and preserved as farmland.”

As a young couple, Eric and Carla Pence lived 
in a 500 square foot trailer and drove an old car 
and pickup truck in order to buy land. “Land and 
wildlife were Eric’s passion, and I shared this 
passion, having grown up on a farm in Iowa.” 

Eric died in 2023, but the now 4th generation 
Pence farming tradition lives on with second 
cousin Matthew and his wife, Brenna Pence, with 
significant help from Matthew’s father, Walter. They 
grow soybeans and corn, sell cut hay, and have a 
small beef herd. Longtime hunters have hunted 
deer, turkeys, and now coyotes in the woodlands 
and surrounding pasture and cropland. 

What is so special about the Pence’s property is 
the continuity of the land. In conservation work, 
conserving contiguous tracts of land is a rare 
case. When large swathes of land are conserved, 
it strengthens local communities. 

Patches of land like the Pence family’s are 
supportive in providing clean water and air, 
habitat for animals and game, and farmland for 
local distribution of meat, produce, and animal 
feed. “Protecting local farmland and natural areas 
is TRLT’s forte,” states Land Protection Specialist 
Kyle Shores. “In a day and age where land prices 
can often be shockingly high, it is refreshing to 
be able to work with families and landowners 
that see the true value of their land as productive 
farmland, open space, or as natural areas that 
support wildlife.”

This conservation project was made possible 
by a generous conservation easement donation 
by the landowners and also by the support of 
TRLT members and donors. TRLT’s Director of 
Conservation, Emily Callicutt says, “Donated 
conservation easements are one of the most 
efficient ways to protect your land. Being able to 
protect so much acreage in this region of Rowan 
County is essential for maintaining our rural 
character and to continue the production of food 
and fiber for our local community and beyond.” 

If you would like to conserve your property or 
support TRLT’s conservation mission, please 
contact Emily Callicutt, Director of Conservation, 
at emily@trlt.org.

“Eric loved the farm, woods and wildlife, especially the birds. 
We wanted to honor the previous landowners who sold this land 
to us with the idea that it would be well cared for and preserved 
as farmland.”
- Carla Pence
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Units on the installation are in a constant 
state of readiness and training. This sense 
of urgency permeates the very air of Fort 
Bragg. The need for highly realistic training 
is apparent. To take full advantage of every 
available inch on the installation while 
simultaneously reducing the impact on current 
and future residents, the Army has partnered 
with Three Rivers Land Trust. The goal of this 
partnership is to further conservation efforts 
on crucial parcels of land surrounding  
the installation. 

The sounds of military aircraft  
operating in and around Fort Bragg  
are part of everyday life for the  
residents of the Sandhills. 

SAFEGUARDING 
SOLDIERS

As a part of this mission, Three Rivers Land 
Trust and its partners at the Department of 
Defense permanently conserved 407 acres 
in Hoke County. The protection of this land 
helps ensure training on Fort Bragg and Camp 
Mackall can endure unabated by impending 
development. It also increases soldiers’ safety 
as they train to protect the United States.

By Barry Hull  
Sandhills Conservation 
Coordinator
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“Ensuring that the soldiers on 
Fort Bragg have every possible 

training advantage is in  
everyone’s best interest."

Travis Morehead  |  Executive Director, TRLT 

SAFEGUARDING 
SOLDIERS

“Ensuring that the soldiers on Fort Bragg 
have every possible training advantage is in 
everyone’s best interest. Knowing that these 
soldiers are routinely called upon to put their 
training into action for this nation and its 
citizens makes this work extremely rewarding,” 
states Travis Morehead, Executive Director of 
Three Rivers Land Trust.

Fort Bragg and Three Rivers Land Trust have a 
long history of working together to safeguard 
the land surrounding the installation to benefit 
both the environment and training. Currently, 
with TRLT’s efforts, there is a network of 
over 4,000 acres of protected land within the 
region. The partnership between TRLT and Fort 
Bragg means the amount of conserved land will 
continue to expand. 

“Our goal is to work with willing landowners and 
our military partners to permanently conserve 
key lands around Fort Bragg. Conservation of 
these lands will reduce the impacts of military 
training on the local population and protect the 
area needed by the military to provide effective 
training to its units,” states Barry Hull, TRLT 
Sandhills Conservation Coordinator. 

Without the bravery and sacrifice of  
our military, there would be no land to  
conserve. Three Rivers considers it an  
honor to be part of protecting the vital  
training happening at Fort Bragg and  
our courageous soldiers.
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A DEED FROM 

THE KING
By Jessie Wilson & Kyle Shores  |  Land Protection Specialists
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The Mooresville-Lake 
Norman area is better 
known for its rapid 
population growth, 
subdivisions, and traffic 
than for permanently 
conserving land.
However, three property owners from the 
same extended family have worked to change 
that somewhat in the past few months.  Three 
tracts of land totaling over 42 acres have been 
permanently conserved off Templeton Road.  
Three Rivers Land Trust accepted three donated 
conservation easements from the family 
members that permanently restrict the future 
development of these properties.  “We always 
say, once land is developed, it is gone forever,” 
Land Protection Specialist Kyle Shores stated. 
“These donated conservation easements will 
prevent the future development of these parcels 
and provide a bit of sanctuary for the wildlife in 
this part of Iredell County.”

Perhaps even more unique than to have these 
lands conserved in the fast-paced growth of 
Mooresville is the fact that these parcels have 
been in their family for the past 250 years.  The 
newly conserved properties were part of the 
Granville Land Grants, which spanned east to 
west the length of the North Carolina-Virginia 

border and then approximately 65 miles south 
to present-day Mooresville. “The deed reads 
“From His Majesty King Charles II” an amazing 
piece of history,” states Shores. 

“Permanently conserving our natural resources 
and an amazing piece of history is a big win 
for Three Rivers Land Trust and the local 
community,” states Emily Callicutt, Director of 
Conservation at Three Rivers Land Trust.  “We 
are so happy to work with these conservation-
minded landowners, who decided to conserve 
their property instead of letting their land 
become the next subdivision.  They rightfully 
deserve all the credit for having a resolute 
commitment to conservation.”
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Wendy Hill Farm
A  N C  F A M I L Y ’ S  L E G A C Y  A N D  1 2 0 - A C R E S  C O N S E R V E D

As Davidson County’s  
population grows, family  
farms are being altered  
into subdivisions. 

The late Dr. Douglass Myers Everhart did not 
want to see that happen to his family’s farm. 
Thanks to his forethought and estate planning, 
development will never harm his 120-acre 
farm, because he chose to safeguard it with a 
permanent conservation easement. 

Although he traveled the world, Doug returned 
home to help his father at Wendy Hill Farm. He 
loved this land, and preserving it was vitally 
important. He wished to spend his final days 
there and watch nature at its finest. He was 
fortunate to do just that until he passed,” said 
Kathy Hunt, a longtime friend of Dr. Everhart.

Those fortunate enough to own family land often 
wonder about what will happen to their beloved 
property after they are no longer able to care for 
it. Dr. Everhart guaranteed his family farm will 
always be protected by donating a conservation 
easement through his estate. Three Rivers 
Land Trust is honored to be part of fulfilling Dr. 
Everhart’s last wishes. Thanks to him, Wendy 
Hill Farm will never be subdivided or paved over. 
Future generations will be able to enjoy the 
beautiful Davidson County farm, as generations 
before them have done. 

Not only did Dr. Everhart secure his family’s 
legacy, but he also saved the very soil from 
which it grew. The family farm consisted of 
prime farmland soil. Prime soil has the precise 
combination of quality, mineral content, 
moisture, temperature, texture, drainage, and 
elevation to sustainably produce high crop 
yields on an economic scale. Agriculture is 
the number one industry in North Carolina. 
Protecting prime farmland soil protects the 
future of North Carolina. 

“Davidson County is a rapidly developing part 
of the region, but that development will not 
degrade this farm, because of Dr. Everhart. Three 
Rivers Land Trust staff believe in the importance 
of local family farms and good soil. We are 
fortunate that Dr. Everhart shared our values,” 
states Travis Morehead, Executive Director of 
Three Rivers Land Trust. 

“While we were not lucky enough to meet Dr. 
Everhart during his lifetime, we are able to 
know him through the land and legacy he left 
behind. Three Rivers Land Trust is thankful for 
Dr. Everhart’s commitment to conservation 
and his love for his family farm,” states Kyle 
Shores, Land Protection Specialist. Conservation 
safeguards land and legacy, just as Wendy Hill 
Farm will be, now and in the future. 

By Kyle Shores  |  Land Protection Specialist
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GPS technology has revolutionized 
the way we navigate the world, 
making even the most remote corners 
of the backcountry accessible. 

Whether you're on a long road trip or deep in 
the wilderness, having the confidence to know 
exactly where you are has become a game 
changer. Enter onX, the leader in this field, 
offering hunters and anglers a powerful tool 
with their app. It’s a game-changer, giving 
users an accurate view of their location in 
relation to terrain features and property lines.

onX’s commitment to accuracy, conservation, 
and public lands naturally aligns with the 
values of TRLT, and that's how a partnership 
was born. This collaboration has led to a 
generous $48,000 grant from onX to enhance 
TRLT’s Sportsman Access Program (SAP).

SAP offers affordable access to TRLT's private 
lands—lands that are carefully managed for 
wildlife. With hunting access becoming harder 

to come by and more expensive, this program 
offers a vital opportunity. The SAP provides 
hunters access to thousands of acres of 
low-pressure private lands, while supporting 
local conservation.

The SAP operates through a lottery system, 
similar to the draw-hunt opportunities found 
on public lands. Hunters select their preferred 
hunt block and the week they wish to hunt, and 
then the program’s software randomly selects 
the winners. It’s a fair and equitable way to 
open up hunting opportunities for all skill 
levels and income brackets.

Before the SAP, TRLT’s hunting opportunities 
were limited, often leased to only a few 
individuals or small hunting clubs. But now, 
thanks to this revamped system, more people 
can access these lands, all while supporting 
the conservation efforts that keep these 
places pristine. The focus is not just on 
hunting—it’s about creating lasting memories 
in the outdoors. And with onX’s partnership, 
it’s a step toward making those memories 
more accessible to everyone.

By Michael Chupita  |  Development Associate, Membership

Legacy
Mapping a
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A 220-acre wetland in Robeson County is on its 
way to permanent conservation, thanks to a 
major win for TRLT. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service recently announced its 2025 U.S. small 
proposals grant recipients, and TRLT was one 
of just 22 projects selected nationwide. Even 
more notably, it was the only project chosen in 
North Carolina and one of just two in the  
entire Southeast.

This grant will help TRLT secure a conservation 
easement along Big Swamp, a vital waterway 
within the Lumber River basin. With 4.3 
miles of stream frontage, the property is a 
hotspot for biodiversity and a high-priority 
conservation area, according to the N.C. 

Natural Heritage Program. It also connects 
to more than 2,200 acres already conserved 
through a previous NAWCA grant, expanding a 
critical stretch of protected land.

For TRLT, this isn’t just another project—
it’s a major step toward safeguarding local 
waterways, improving water quality, and 
ensuring unbroken wildlife habitat. Conserving 
this wetland strengthens a legacy of 
conservation that will shape the landscape for 
generations to come.

WETLANDS
a win for

By Kyle Shores  |  Land Protection Specialist
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CHASING
TRADITION

By Pat Kelly | TRLT Sportsman Access MemberBy Pat Kelly | TRLT Sportsman Access Member
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Every time I turn down Point Road in Mocksville, 
I’m hit with a rush of emotions. I'm heading back 
to TRLT properties, eager to experience the joys 
and challenges they offer. As I drive, I can’t help 
but look for turkeys or deer, keeping my eyes 
peeled before parking the truck—my "Outdoor 
Office," as I like to call it.

As a lifelong hunter and outdoorsman, these 
feelings run deep. Growing up in upstate New 
York, I was fortunate to be surrounded by a 

community of hunters, including my dad and 
his friends, who passed down not just the skills, 
but also the traditions. From basic chores at 
deer camp to earning the right to be considered 
a hunter—those moments were invaluable, and 
they continue to shape who I am today. I’ve been 
able to pass those skills on to my son and his 
friend, keeping the circle alive. Will my grandkids 
hunt? I’m not sure, but if they do, Grandpa will  
be ready.

TRLT's Sportsman Access Program offers so much to the 
sportsmen and women who cherish the traditions of 
hunting. This unique program means different things to 
different folks, but here's what it means to one sportsman.
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As hunters, the location may change, but the 
challenges remain the same. In the past, there 
were always places to hunt—whether in upstate 
New York, where farmland was plentiful, or in 
Pennsylvania, where I continued my hunting 
journey after relocating for work. But as many 
of us know, those opportunities can change 
over time. Farms are sold, friends move on, 
connections fade, and the land we once hunted 
on is developed. So, we find ourselves asking, 
“Where can I hunt now?”

It’s at this point that we often look back, 
nostalgic for what we once had. The loss cuts 
deep, and we realize how much we cherished 
those times. But as hunters, we can’t let that 
part of us slip away. We adapt, we solve the 
challenge, and we continue the tradition. The 
good news? We can still hunt. Public lands offer 
opportunities, though they come with their own 
set of challenges. So, what’s next?

For me, it was a conversation while shooting 
sporting clays. Someone mentioned a group that 
had conserved land for hunting. My curiosity led 
me to Three Rivers Land Trust. What I found was 
impressive—land conservation, responsible land 
management, and preservation of the natural 
habitat. Perfect! But then imagine the smile I got 
when I discovered the SAP program that  
TRLT offered. Let’s go!
 
The SAP presented a unique and affordable way 
to hunt private land. Whether you hunt solo or 
link up with a few friends, it’s your choice. The 
lottery system for selecting hunting blocks gives 
everyone a fair shot at being selected. Plus, the 
funds from the SAP go directly to supporting 
TRLT’s conservation mission.
 
Winning a block of land means more than just a 
hunting opportunity. It means solitude, safety, 
and well-managed land. It’s also an experience 
that touches the soul. Through a local neighbor 

Winning a block of 
land means more 
than just a hunting 
opportunity. It means 
solitude, safety, and 
well-managed land.
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near The Point property, I learned about the 
early Native American and settler history of the 
land, which added a deeper connection to the 
place as I hunted. There’s something powerful 
about feeling that connection while pursuing 
game. Let the land speak to you. Being in that 

environment brings memories flooding back, 
reminding me of how I got to this point. For me, 
it’s about feeling my dad’s presence, staying 
connected to the past while enjoying  
the present.

Now, let’s take a quick hunting adventure. I 
drew Block 10 at The Point during the fall 2024 
hunting season. It had been warmer than ideal 
for hunting. After some scouting, I found a 
couple of decent stand locations, but things 
weren’t going as planned. Yet, one Thursday 
morning, the land showed me what I had been 
missing. A sharp drop in temperature brought 
movement. Two bucks emerged from a gnarly 
patch of brush, but they stayed out of range.

I thought strategically, circled wide, and set up 
a ground blind the next day. It was cold again, 
and I was ready. Early the next morning, one 
of the bucks appeared, walking toward a tree 
near my setup. He stopped at 10 yards. The only 
problem? The wind shifted, and the deer turned 
and walked back. Lost opportunity. I left the 
ground blind dejected by determination. 

The next morning, the temperature was again 
cold, and I was back in the blind, adjusting my 
position. By mid-morning, the buck reappeared, 
this time from a slightly different angle. I took 
a steady hold and made a clean shot with my 
muzzleloader. Success!

The SAP gave me the opportunity and challenge 
to harvest a deer. I’m deeply grateful for that. 
Beyond the hunt itself, it’s been a pleasure to 
meet new people and forge new friendships. 
What could be better?

So, until next season, I’ll hold onto the 
memories, the bounty of the hunt,  
and the warmth of the SAP Rendezvous 
campfire, even if it’s just in my mind,  
still burning.

The SAP presented a unique and 
affordable way to hunt private land. 
Whether you hunt solo or link up 
with a few friends, it’s your choice. 
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THE 
BIG ONE
THE UWHARRIE ARCHERY CHALLENGE

By Michael Chupita  |  Development Associate, Membership
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The event drew in nearly 350 dedicated archers 
from across the country, with participants 
traveling from as far north as New Hampshire 
and as far south as Mississippi to take on the 
exciting challenge. Competitors ventured 
out to tackle a demanding three-mile course, 
navigating a rugged landscape while shooting at 
30 3D targets strategically placed along the way.

This one-of-a-kind event was inspired by the 
growing popularity of archery competitions 
that push participants beyond traditional 
target ranges. These events not only test an 
archer’s aim, but also their skill, stamina, and 
perseverance as they take on long distances  
and varying conditions. Upon arrival, archers 
had the opportunity to warm up and hone 
their skills at a dedicated practice range before 
embarking on a grueling 41/2 hour hike through 
the wilderness. Along the way, they encountered 
a diverse range of exciting and unique 3D 
targets, including a life-sized bison and a 
towering seven-foot-tall Bigfoot.

Events like the Uwharrie Archery Challenge help 
Three Rivers Land Trust to build meaningful 
connections with outdoor enthusiasts, 
particularly sportsmen and women who have a 
deep appreciation for nature. For many, hunting 
is not just a pastime but a way to actively 
contribute to conservation efforts. 

After a year of meticulous planning, the 
Uwharrie Archery Challenge KICKED OFF March 
1st and 2nd at the scenic Low Water Bridge 
property in Troy, NC. 
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These individuals understand the crucial 
role they play in conserving wildlife habitats 
for future generations, a sentiment that was 
palpably felt throughout the event.

The buzz of excitement was undeniable as 
attendees came off the course and discussed the 
event with one another, with the most common 
question heard being, “Are you doing this 
again?” The answer is a definite YES! Next year’s 
Uwharrie Archery Challenge promises to be even 
bigger and better, with two courses consisting of 
20-25 targets each. Don't miss it – March 7-8, 2026.

The Uwharrie Archery Challenge stands as a 
testament to the dedication of those who not 
only love the sport of archery but also care 
deeply about conserving the natural world for 
future generations.

THANK YOU TO OUR LEGENDARY SPONSORS!
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forestry mulching
Brush removal
Land clearing

Call or text: 
980-400-3247

Bigfootforestry.com

Reclaim your Land!
Bigfoot forestry is the leading

provider of Forestry mulching & Land
Services in the Carolinas. 

Request your Free Quote Today!

nowhere to hide!
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SPOTTED IN 
THE WILD
Documenting the Uwharrie  
Archery Challenge

Photography by Katy Perry  |  Ascendant Imaging
ascendantimaging.com
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Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
Or visit us at: graftonarcheryoutdoors.com

(704) 855-1300 | 1700 N Main St, China Grove

THE RIGHT GEAR MAKES
FOR THE BEST HUNT
Come check us out, we will be 
glad to tune up your existing
setup or set you up with one
of the newest models. 



L A N D 
o f  t h e 

L O N G L E A F 
P I N E

A Story of Restoration for a 
Montgomery County Forest

By Jessie Wilson, Land Protection Specialist
& Katie Stovall, Conservation Lands Manager
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There was once a land where towering longleaf 
pine trees held court over a sun-dappled forest 
floor, where fox squirrels leaped between 
branches, and where tiger swallowtails danced. 
The air was filled with the music of woodpeckers 
beating their ancient rhythm against tree bark, the 
wind whistling through tree branches, and frogs 
singing for rain. This was a place of beauty and 
peace, but also of strength and hardship. The land 
was North Carolina, the Land of the Longleaf Pine.

Today, less than 3% of longleaf pine 
woodlands remain. The once-soaring trees 
were scarred for turpentine before being 
cut down to build ships and houses. The fox 
squirrels were driven out by development. 
The tiger swallowtails lost their homes 
and no longer floated on the breeze. The 
red-cockaded woodpeckers were listed as 
endangered. Few longleaf branches were left 
for the wind to shake. The ponds where frogs 
held their nightly chorus were drained. The 
longleaf pine woodland that once reigned king 
over the Southeast is now another victim of 
progress, but all hope is not lost.

Dedicated conservationists are working 
tirelessly to save the remaining longleaf and 
restore the woodlands where possible. Three 
Rivers Land Trust is one such group of devoted 
conservationists. Under the stalwart care of 
the TRLT Stewardship Team, longleaf pine 
woodland is returning to Montgomery County.

The current condition of the restored longleaf tract, a 
Montgomery County property, that is managed by Three 
Rivers Land Trust.
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T H E  S T O R Y  I N  
T H E  T R E E S

In 2014, the TRLT land protection team saved the 
land from development. The land had previously 
been slated for clearcut harvest, bulldozing, and 
platted for a mobile home park. The proposed 
land use change reflected change that was 
irreversible. The family that owned the tract 
understood this hard truth and worked with TRLT 
to ensure the property would be protected in 
perpetuity. The landowner reached out to TRLT 
in 2014, determined to conserve his irreplaceable 
property. TRLT’s Board of Directors promptly 
saw the necessity of accepting ownership of this 
exceptional place. Spotted salamanders and 
a rare baptisia plant called the bygone forest 
home. It was blindly apparent that this was a 

historic place boasting 90+-year-old longleaf pine, 
remanent turpentine stumps, and cat-faced trees. 
The story of North Carolina was written in those 
trees for anyone who cared to look.

The land is now protected from development 
in perpetuity. The landowner left a legacy that 
honors his, his parents, and his grandparents’ 
love of the land. This is a beautiful example of 
how conservation protects the past for future 
generations. A healthy, productive, longleaf 
forest will again stand guard over Montgomery 
County, thanks to one family’s passion and 
interest in working with the Land Trust.

The tract before longleaf restoration efforts began. Photo taken March 2016.
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T H E  R E T U R N 
The first phase in restoring the site to its former glory 
was to selectively remove the sweetgums, loblolly 
pines, and other undesirable tree species that were 
seizing control. This removal of competition reduced 
the pressure on the remaining longleaf, allowing them 
to flourish—like escaping the crushing embrace of an 
overcrowded shopping mall for fresh air and sunshine.

This photo illustrates the tract after a 
low-impact timber harvest and a site 
preparation burn that was completed 
during 2017 to remove undesirable 
species, including sweetgum, poplar, 
maples, and loblolly pine. The longleaf 
pines and oak species were marked as 
“leave trees” during the harvest, shown 
by the pink flagging tape.

The first planting of longleaf 
seedlings during November 2017.

The TRLT Stewardship Team began to prepare 
the site for restoration during October of 2017 
by implementing a site preparation burn. A site 
preparation burn is a technique to remove debris to 
facilitate planting and to remove competing vegetation 
to allow planted trees the opportunity to flourish. 
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These photos illustrate the first change entry 
to restoration burn that was conducted during 
March of 2022. The goal of this burn was to 
control encroaching loblolly pine (photo 1).

Young loblolly pines can be susceptible to 
prescribed fire. Conversely, longleaf pines can 
tolerate fire at a young age as a result of their 
anatomical characteristics. Longleaf seedlings 
have thick tufts of long needles (photos 2-3) 
that protect the terminal bud of the plant. The 
young longleaf pines were not harmed during 
the burn.

1 2

3

The long absence of fire meant there was a 
long and difficult road ahead, but the team did 
not balk. TRLT staff knew every aching muscle 
and drop of sweat would be repaid tenfold. In 
November of 2017, 3,000 longleaf seedlings 
were planted, each one carrying hope for the 
future. For the first time in decades, the vibrant 
pompoms of new longleaf danced on the breeze. 
The new generation of trees was a promise of a 
brighter tomorrow for the forest.

The first restoration prescribed burn was 
conducted by the Stewardship Team in March of 
2022. Longleaf pine woodlands are fire-adapted 
ecosystems that depend on the rebirth that fire 
provides. This inarguable fire was something of a 

homecoming to this land. It was the return of a 
long-awaited friend.

The tract was still experiencing competition from 
loblolly pines that were too large to be controlled 
safely during the first restoration burn. A forest 
stand improvement was recommended by TRLT's 
own registered forester and wildlife biologist, 
Katie Stovall. The forest stand improvement 
was completed with brush saws during March 
of 2022. This stand improvement technique 
removed any loblolly that survived the initial 
restoration burn, releasing the understory 
longleaf. The budding longleaf now had an 
unobstructed route to the sky.
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A F R E S H  S TA R T

A new year is a time for renewal; this was 
certainly true for the tract. Fire returned once 
again with the new year in 2023. After decades 
of fire suppression, a consistent burn schedule 
was essential for restoring the ecosystem. Three 
Rivers staff understood this need. The flames 
burned away the competing vegetation that 
impedes longleaf growth. Prescribed fires are the 
lifeblood of longleaf pine woodlands. With the 
return of these healing fires, wildflowers began to 
dot the landscape.

Photos 4-6: These photos represent the flush of 
wildflowers that responded from the seedbank 
immediately after the first restoration burn and the 
timber stand improvement. Photos taken May 2022.

Photos 4-7: Photos illustrating dense pockets of 
loblolly pine that were not successfully controlled 
with prescribed fire. A forest stand improvement 
technique was needed to control these loblolly 
pines and to allow the planted longleaf to flourish.

4

5

6

7
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Photos 9-10: The stand after loblolly pines 
were selectively removed (April 2022), which 
allows the longleaf pine and the herbaceous 
plant community ample resources to grow.

Photo 8: Forest stand improvement technique of using brush saws to selectively remove loblolly pines, 
allowing the longleaf pine ample sunlight and resources to grow. 

Photo 11: This photo illustrates the tract after the 
second restoration burn. 

Photo 12: This photo illustrates the tract during the 
growing season after the second restoration burn.

8

9 11
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N E W G E N E R AT I O N 

Volunteers gathered in March of that same 
year to establish a new generation of longleaf 
at the preserve. This event was led by TRLT 
and sponsored by the Longleaf Alliance and 
Appalachian Mountain Brewery; all groups driven 
by their passion for ecosystem restoration. New 
longleaf, with their bright green poofs climbing 
towards the sky, were placed into the blackened 
ground by loving hands. The verdant pompoms 
of longleaf are a symbol of hope for a better 
tomorrow, of a return to the way things were 
meant to be.

To truly thrive, the newly planted longleaf 
needed to feel the warm embrace of prescribed 
fire. In February of 2024, TRLT staff donned their 
Nomex and set to work. Drip torches in hand, 
TRLT staff walked under the standing longleaf 
and carefully set fire to the land. The staff 
marched through the vegetation, the smoke, 
and the ash to revitalize the landscape—and it 
was worth it.

These photos illustrate the condition during 
and after three restoration burns. The 
competing loblolly pines were effectively 
controlled, ensuring a canvas for longleaf 
pine and wildflowers to flourish. Photos 
were taken in February of 2024.
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LITTLE VOYAGERS

On a misty March morning in 2024, volunteers 
once more grabbed dibble bars and gloves. 
Passionate volunteers returned to the tract, 
fueled by a love of nature and the will to leave the 
world better than they found it. Two thousand 
longleaf pine seedlings were planted once 
again. Little voyagers journeying into the future. 
Together, young and old planted a new legacy. 
The treasures they buried will one day stand 
sentry over new generations.

The work being done by Three Rivers Land 
Trust to restore longleaf to central NC and the 
Sandhills is made possible by donor support. 
Without the generosity of our donors, this tract 
would have likely been a subdivision or a parking 
lot. Instead, it is a patch of history, a badge of 
honor on the landscape, and a breath of hope 
for the future. This tract will provide peace and 
tranquility for future generations in perpetuity. 
Please remember the importance of conservation 
for the past, present, and future. Once land in 
North Carolina is lost to development, its natural 
resource benefit is largely gone forever. No 
amount of stewardship or volunteer work can get 
it back. So, if you have ever found peace among 
the trees, please give back to conservation. We 
can’t do this without you.

Need H.E.L.P.?
Three Rivers Land Trust’s Habitat 
Enhancement Lands Program can 
assist private landowners with longleaf 
restoration projects just like these.

The Habitat Enhancement Lands 
Program (H.E.L.P.) is oriented to address 
landscape-scale natural resource 
management, one landowner at a time. 

To learn more,
scan here or
contact Matthew
Williams at
matthew@trlt.org

46



When you do business with Uwharrie
Bank, your money provides capital for
new businesses, creates jobs and
improves the quality of life for
families. We want what’s best for our
communities, friends and neighbors...

Together, we can Make a Difference.

Banking that stays in the

COMMUNITY

Member FDIC uwharrie.com



Member  FDIC

fmbnc.com

If you’re running on dreams and caffeine right now, 
we get it. And even better, we can help. Whether your 
dreams look like buying a house, opening a business, 
or traveling the world, we’ve got the tips and tools to 
turn those big ideas into reality. 

Tomorrow starts today at F&M Bank.

READY TO
STOP DREAMING
AND START

DOING?



JIMMY UNDERWOOD, ALC 
LAND SPECIALIST IN THE SOUTHERN PIEDMONT IN NC 

AND IN THE PEE DEE AND MIDLANDS OF SC 

-Accredited Land Consultant designation (RURAL LAND INSTITUTE) 
-2021 & 2022  APEX AWARD WINNER For Sales Production 
-Manages and lives on his own farm in Stanly County 
-National Deer Association Certified Deer Steward I & 2 
-Holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Industrial Engineering (NCSU) 
-Federal Aviation Administration Licensed Drone Pilot 
-Over $27 million in NC  and SC Land Sales 
-Extensive experience in rural land and home sales 
-Dedicated professional committed to excellence 

* EXPERIENCE * HONESTY * INTEGRITY * 
980-734-8065 – jimmyunderwood@mossyoakproperties.com 

Corporate Office:  101 Budleigh St, Ste-F, Manteo, NC 27954 – 844-480-5263 
www.LandandFarmsRealty.com 

“Sell with Us! – Buy with Us!”



Yadkin-Pee Dee River 
$10,000 and Up

Mary Pride Ariail
Mary Hart
Donna Lee Hinkle
Gene and Pat Holder
Tim Peppe
Jane and Mark Ritchie
Bradford and Shelli Stanback
Fred and Alice Stanback
Lowell Strine
Trevor G. Williams

Cape Fear River 
$5,000 - $9.999

Richard Allenbaugh
Andrew and Meredith Davis
Jack Horan
Leon Huneycutt
Adele Kirk and Lawrence Hughes
Joe and Anne Leahy
Lisa Lorenzin
Charlie and Jane McAllister
Martha M. McAninch
Donna Verrilli
Jonathan and Kerryn Zulman

Catawba River 
$1,000 - $4.999

Andrew and Meredith Abramson
Gregory and Missie Alcorn
Jeff Allen
Herman Almond
Bob and Kaye Mason Amos
Allen and Emily Averbrook
Brent and Sandy Barnes
Amy Pitser Barnhardt
Johnny and Sydney Beck
Ricky and Kay Bevan
Steven and Mavis Blanchard

Clint Boggs
Frank Bragg Jr.
Charles W. Broadwell
Sandra Brown
Richard Bryant
Dean and Gail Bunce
Howard and Pat Burkart
Patricia M. Cameron
Robbie Chandler
Boon and Mary Chesson
Richard and Judy Childress
Margaret A. Clark
John and Alice Clemens
Donald J Conner
Darryl and Barbara Corriher
Steve Cosper
Janet Cresswell
John and Kathy Davis
Sue Davis
Weyher and Jane Dawson
Edward Eadie Jr.
Randal Everhart
Robert L Fox Jr.
Gwendolyn Freeze
Clinton Gentry
Thomas Gibson
Joe Gigler
Scott and Kathy Gillespie
Mike Gladden
Virginia Glenn
Sonny and Katheryne Helms
Dr. Walter and Edie Holland
Georgia Hughes Nelsen
West Hunter III
Gordon Hurley
Louis and Judy Kandl
Helen A Keck
Bill H. Kelly
Stephen and Nancy Knight
Robert and Karen Knox
Michael and Nancy Kucera
Karl and Lynn Legatski
Mark and Jeannie Lins
Greg and Tammy Olson Lyne
Stephen Majors
Marianna McLean
Dwight and Deborah Messinger

Basin Society Partners

2024 DONOR RECOGNITION

Daniel Messner
John Monroe
Jeff Moose
Travis Morehead
John and Peg Morrison
Michael Morton
Patrick Niemann
Cathy Norris
Owen and Elizabeth Norvell
Larry Pearce
Carla R Pence
Vivian R. Penry
John B. and Dottie Rash
Kyle and Brenda Rice
Chan Roberts
James and Marian Rollans
Bruce Rufty
Judy Shackleford
Terry Sharpe
Richard W. Shaver
George R. Slaton
Steve Smith
Karen Snyder
James Speer
Mark Stanback and Nancy Popkin
Johnson Tilghman
Elizabeth Tilley
Ned Townsend
Carol P. Tyson
Mr. Rednecheck
Mike and Karen Walter
Mark Weissbecker
Kathleen Sykes White
Sharlene Riddle Williams
Shelley C. Williamson
Jim & Frances Willis
Alicia Wilson
Amy Wilson and Ben Ott
Paul and Clair Wylie
Ralph Young
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Three Rivers Society Partners
Lumber River 
$500 - $999

Richard W. Adams
Leonard Barnett
Jamie Barras
Marty Basinger
Nathan Bateman
Deanna Bell
Jean-Marcel Belmont
John A. Bishop
Jay Bolin and Carmony Hartwig
Claiborne Brown
Heather Brown
Ronald and Nancy Bryant
J.H. Carter III
Donny Clement III
Ronald Creason
Mary C. Cridlebaugh
Donald Cuthbertson
Mike Davis
Kyle Dittner
James Doermann
Sandy Donovan
Jacqueline Doub
Dave Eames
Merry K. Farrar
Tara Ferrell
Christopher Ferriss
Edgar Forrest
Robbie Franks
John Fulk
Matt Furze
Karl Gartland
Hal Gibson
Douglas Gill
George and Becky Greer
Bruce and Kimberly Grenoble
Clay Grubb
Peter Wilson Hairston
Melinda Hakeman
Bob T Hall
Joseph Hall
David Halley
Darrell Hancock

Jason Haywood
Tom and Hannah Hearne
Luke Heuts
Grey Huddleston
Nick Hynek
Nancy Jenkins
Stuart Jordan
Aaron Kane-Eames
Patrick Kelly
Wayne C. Koontz
Frank Labagnara and W. David 
Garling
Michael LaBrasca
Luke Laxton
Sarah Benson Ledbetter
Brady Lomax
Betty Luce
Terence McAllister
Matt McArthur
Barry McSwain
Douglas and Kathryn Miller
Stuart Mills
Joyce Mize
Horace Moore
Patrick Murphy
Ashton Myers
Rena Narron
Ward Oakley
Catherine Olive
Mike Oriet
Kathryn Perry
Drew Petrey
Evelyn Poole
Jay Pope
Matthew Powers
Anne Presnell
Frank & Roberta Quis
Joshe Raetz
Frank Rankin III
Crystal Robertson
William C Royal
Stephen Schade
Patrick Simpson
James Smith and Jennifer Tuten
Tom Smith
Todd and Paige Stalcup

Roger Stanton
Smith Stokes
Leslie K Thiel
Martha G Thomas
Charles Tucker
Jimmy Underwood
Todd Upright
John and Debi White

Uwharrie River 
$250 - $499

Kevin Almond
Rodney Arey
Karen Auman
Hershell Ball
James and Carole Ball
Debbie Barteldt
Jeff Beaver
Shelton Beck Jr.
Berry Household
Edward E. Birkinshaw Jr.
Wilbert and Carolyn Blackman
Adam Bloom
Charles Blubaugh
Blythe Family
Amanda Brady
Chris Bridges
Nancy W. Broadwell
Thornton Brooks
Eric Brown & Family
Blaine Buchanan
Len Butts and Jo Ellen Robinson
James and Roberta Cagle
William Castleberry
Alexander Chatham
Michael Chupita
Anthony Cimaglia
William Clayton
Warren Colavito
Linda S. Cooper
Charles Cranford & Family
Wanda Crenshaw
Alexander Cuthbertson
Reacie Daniel
Jeff Davidson
Robert Dean
Sue Deepe
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Julia Del Grande
Sim and Michelle Delapp
Doug Dennis
Spencer Dennis
Mark Dye
Walker Eiford
Steve Felts
David and Helen Gardener
Blaine G. Gerber
Gary Gibby
Grant Gillespie
Carolyn Gilman-Garrick
Samuel W Gobble
Cheryl Gorski
Bruce and Eileen Gresh
Edward Guyer
Paul Haigh
Rebecca Hall
Joe Haner and Ellen Kesler
Jim Harper
Brian Hartog
Michael Harvey
Jeremy Hines
William E. Hollan Jr.
Grant Holzworth
Boyd M. Hough
Frank Howell
David Hynek
Archibald and Anne Jarrell
David and Janet Jones
Harley and Cynthia Jones
Kelly Keegan
Jack Kimura
Lindsey King
Bruce and Debra Kolkebeck
Jennie Kristiansen
Leo Kulhawick
Stephen Laczko
Linda Lamb
Kyle Lambert
Kenny Lanning
Michael Lanning
Nathan LaPerriere
Lee Latham
Michael Lee
Josh Levy
Ed Listerman
Danny Longuillo
Deborah M. Lucas
John Machine
Todd Majors
Blake Mcclenny
The McDaniel Household
Danny and Towa McNair
Cressa Megown
James Merritt
Joshua Miller
Aaron Misenheimer
Paul & Vicki Mitchell
Daniel Moore

Ed Moore
The Mulligan Family
Dale and Cindy Newport
Charles & Martha Oldham
David Page
Jason Pannell
Martha G. Parsons
Thomas Patterson Sr.
Aaron Peeler
Matthew Perry
David Plyler
Hunter Poole
Richard Pope Jr.
Mary Joan Pugh
Christopher Queen
Stephen Reynolds
George Rhodes
James Rich
Matthew Rinehardt
Richard T. Rodgers
Rick and Libby Samuels
Bruce and Kathy Sanborn
Martin Seeley
Gina Shaw
Monty Shores
Derick Shular and Scarlett Kitts
Stanley Siceloff
Ian and Talmadge Silversides
Norman R. Sloop
Talley Smith
Frank Stooksbury
Danny Swinney
Mandy Tallman Marty
Thomas Taylor
Michelle Thomas
Chuck Thompson
David Thompson
Shannon Todd
Jeff Tucker
Stuart and Natalie Tuffnell
Dave Tyler Sr.
Kari Vanhoy
Dorothy S. Welling
Scott White
Jesse Wigent
Alvin Williams
Jamie Williams
Michele Williams
Alfred and Lyn Wilson
Robert and Peggy Wilson
Dwight Wooten
Sandra Wright
David Young & Mary Helen Young

Rocky River 
$35 - $249

Bobby Abernathy
Jose Abreu
Jonathan Adams
Matthew Adams
Valeree Adams
Mary Lou Addor
James Adydan
Alan Aldridge
Demetris Aldridge
Michael Allen
Todd Allen
Daniel Alonso
Valerie Alzner
Carole Anderson
David Anderson
Michael Anderson
Tim & Jada Anderson
Harrison Andrews
Mike Andrews
Ryan Andrews
Terry Anthony
Nathan Appel
William and Ellen Archer
Tracy Armwood
Jerzie Asbill
Stacee Ash
Ed and Kim Auman
Jessica Ayala
Jon Bachelder
Jon Badgett
Marylouise Bailey
Hunter Baldwin
Jack Baldwin
Benjamin Balke
BryAnna Ballard
Korey Banks
Michael Baranski
James Barbara
Clint Barden
Debby Barden
Matt Barker
Camille Barkley
Dakota Barnard
Christian Barnes
Oscar and Jane Barnhardt
Devon and Michele Barnhardt
Dr. John and Mary Jane Bartlett
Kim Bartley
Kevin Basistyy
Mike Bates
Tass Batizy
Robert Bauer
Clarence and Carol Beaver
Troy Beaver
Kent and Sam Beck
Daniel Behnke
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Frank Bell
Judith Bender
Marlea Benfield
Jamie Benion
Heather Benjamin
James Bennet
Troy Bennett
Sharon Berkshire
Claude H. Bernhardt
Bradley Berridge
Xavier Berry
Josh Biddix
James Bingham
Rhys Bird
Stephen and Nicky Black
Chase Blackwelder
Steven Blackwelder
William Blake
Kevin Blakley
Craig Blanchard
Malcolm and Ann Blankenship
Chris Blanton
Garrett Blizzard
Steve and Melanie Blount
Randy Boger
Brandon Bollinger
Catherine Bollinger
Colby Boone
Wendy Borst
Mark Bost
Mike Botkin
Casey Bowen
Major Bowen
Roy Boyd
Ben Boyles
Nelson and Rosemary Bradshaw
Harold Brady
Matt Brady
Dan Brandon
Jim Brannon
Dean Brantley
Daniel Brasington
Forrest Breedlove
Alan Bridges
Brandon Bridges
Brett Briggs
Zachary Brock
Barbara Brooks
Lacy Broughman
Aaron Brown
Charles P. Brown
Christopher Brown
Clara Brown
John Brown
Bradley Brumbles
Steve Brunelle
Arron Bryant
Jonah A. Bryant
Karl Buddenbaum
Gray & Kirby Bullard

Nick Bumgarner
Cameron Burgess
Suzanne Burgess
Frankye Burke
David Burns
Byron Burrell
John Burton
Christopher Butera
Charles Butler
Jake Byrne
Jeffrey Byrnett
Robert Callanan
Oscar Campos
John Cannady
Robert Cansler
Thomas and Mimi Carlton
Garrett Carpenter
Alexis Carter
Jordan Carter
Phillip Craig Carter
Tim Cartner
Chad Casella
David and Lucinda Casey
Mark Casper
John Cates
Dallas Caudle
Robert and Lynda Charles
Jay Chastain
Cheryl Cherne
Lesley A. Chesson
Nathan Childress
Thomas and Judy Childress
Arnaud Choplin
Tracy Cicatelli
Megan Clapp
Edward and Nancy Clement
Hal Cline
Michelle Cline
Ben Cloninger
Thomas Coates
Michael Cobb
Charles and Diana Coble
Ethan Cochran
Crystal Cockman
Ethan Coderre
Zachary Cody
Corbin Coe
Richard Coen
John Coiro
Wioleta Colby
Sara Lucinda Cole
Joey Coleman
Michael Coley
Mark Collier
Samuel Collier
Travis Collier
Raymond and Kay Coltrain
Timothy Combs
Jake Comer
Brady Conner

Scott Conner
William Cook
Tony Copeland
Guy Cornman III
Sandra Corr
Richard Cotton
Andrew Cottrell
Rod Coty
Lori Couick
James Cox
Pierce Cox
Casey Craig
Madison Crayton
David Creech
Logan Cress
Betty Crisp
Melissa Crisp
Barney Crooks
Michael Crowley
Erik Cruea
Scott Cruea
Joyce Crump
Ann Crutchfield
Crissie Cudd
Charles and Nancy Cunningham
Richard Cunningham
Sophia Czarnecki
Bryan Davenport
Addison Davis
Alisa Davis
Parker Davis
Karen & Tim Deal
Rick Dedmond
Mark Degan
Rosa DeLoach
Aidan Dennis
Carolyn Dial
Patricia Dial
Dawn & Carl Dickinson
Matt Dierker
Anthony Difiore
Rebecca Dill
Chip and Margaret Dillon
Ann Dixon
Derek Dixon
Dollar Family
Benjamin Donnell
Donna Doran
Noah Downey
Scott Downey
Lucas Draime
Henry S. Dreher
Cory Drietz
Hugh Dubose
Jason Dula
James and Pug Dunn
Tim Dunn
Brant Dupree
Larkin Dupree
Brad and Taylor Durham
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Shayne Dye
Jay Dysart
Tim Eagle
William Eagle
Frank and Nancy Eason
David Edwards
Robert Edwards
Ryan Edwards
Arlene Edwards Thompson
Lance Emert
David Erwin
Luis and Jessica Escobar
Nathan Ewing
Adam Fallon
Jay Farfalla
Adam Farrer
Richard Fayssoux
Cindy Feis
Joseph Ferebee
Charlie Ferrell
Steve Ferris
Margo Fesperman
Douglas Fiala
Michael Fiala
Michael Finn
Daniel Fitzgerald
Phyllis Foley
William Foley
William Foley II
Alexander Fortner
William Fowler
Chris Frandock
Christopher Franklin
Dillon Franklin
Joe Franklin
Chris Frantz
Charles Freeman
Mary Frey
Michael Friddle
Henry Fuhrmann
Jesse Fulk
Chris Fuller
Lisa Gaffney
Robert and Donna Gaither
Thomas Gallagher
Jane W. Gamewell
David Gardner
James Garner
Joshua Garrison
Will Gay
Colten Gaylor
Ken Gelbach
Dale Gentle
Thomas A. Gerow Jr.
Wayne Gertz
John Gerwin
Matthew Gibbons
Easton Gibby
George Gilbreath
Steven Giorgi

Yasmin Giorgi
The Goins Family
Adele Goodman
Davon Goodwin
Jeremy Goodwin
Jesse Goodwin
Stephen Gosey
Kyle Goss
Carey Graham
James and Bonnie Graham
John Gramberg
Levi Grassley
Charles Gray
Keely Greene
Matt Greene
Cyndi Griffin
James Grindle
Bentlee Grindstaff
Hunter Grindstaff
Wesley Grindstaff
David Gullison
Michael Haag
Matt Hager
Philip Haigh
Teresa Hall Houck
Robert Hallman
John Hancock
Sarah Haney
Zachary Hanley
David A. Hannah
Jeff Harbaugh
Fred Hardin
John Harding
Barry Hardison
Cody Harrington
Jason Harris
Rodney Harris
Tim Harris
Drew Hart
Brad Hartle
Dylan Hartle
Jackie Hawkins
John Hawthorne
Stetson Haynes
Karen Haywood
Adam & Jane Healey
Terry Lee Hedrick
Nicholas Heglar
Jed Heintzelman
Joe Helms
GP Henderson
Kendall Henderson
Chris Henline
Charles Hensley
Nicholas Hernon
Danny Herrman
Blake Hesse
Cale Hildreth
Chad Hildreth
Dennis and Kathi Hill

Jason Hill
Owen R. Hill
George O Hillard III
Paul & Karen R. Hinkle
Bryan Hinson
Christopher Hinson
Karen Hobson
Dan Hodge
Patricia Hodge
Matthew Hoffman
Jesse Hohn
Frank Holder
Keva Hollifield
Eric Holloway
Mark Holloway
William Holman
Mary L Holmes
Mary and John Holmes
Case Hooper
Will Hooper
Phil Horne
John Horner
Jonathan Horton
David Howard
David W. Hoyle III
Jennifer Hubbard and Steven Cobb
Timothy Hubbard
Sandy Huberth
Todd Hubler
Glenn and Jennifer Hudson
Jim Hughes
Ellen Hulin
Will Hunnicutt
Daniel Hunter
Amber Hutson
Rebecca E. Hyde
John Hymes
Eric Imamura
Robin Ingols
Ryan Ingols
Christian Ingraham
Perry Isner
Alison Ives
Alicia Jackson
Jimmy Jacobs
Shane Jacobs
Andrew and Hannah Jacobson
Braden James
David James
Jane James
Robert Jeffers
Tesla Jefferson
Tommie and Ann Jessup
Martin Johnson
Richard M. Johnson
Tom Johnson
Tommy Johnson
Tracie Johnson
Zach Johnson
Josh Johnson & Family
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Andrew & Lacey Jones
Barbi Jones
Colby Jones
Jakob Jones
Judy Jones
Roy Jones
Tim Jones
Robert Jonmoore
Matthew Josey
Robert Joyner III
Robert L. Joyner Jr.
Nellie Judge
Tonya Judge
Phillip and Esther Juneau
Andrew Kaufman
Timothy Kendrick
Barbara P. Kennedy
Adam Kersey
Andrew Kersey
Ken Kersey
Dennis Ketchie
Wes Key
Shelley Keyes
Leslie A. Kiewra
Kirby Kilpatrick
Julie King
Connor Kirby
Darrell Kiser
Gregg Kiser
Bryant Klewer
Barcardi Knight
Kenneth Knight and Connie Wallace
Eric Knorr
Zachary Knott
Patrick Knowlson
Ben Kral
Gene Krueger
Seth and Diane Labovitz
Rose LaCasse
Ross Lackey
Joyce & Robert Lambert
Nathan Lambert
Chris Lambeth
Christopher Lambeth
Harry Lancaster and Jane Henderson
Kimberly Lane
Keith Lang
Ann Langford
Taylor Larson
Diane Laslie
Geoff Lassiter
Frank LaVecchia
Kolby Lawrence
Colton Laws
Landon Laws
Dennis Lawson
Darren Layton
Alfred Leach
Andrew Lear
Max Lear

Kenneth Leary
Tracy LeCompte
Darren Ledford
Don Lee
Ryan Lee
Christina Lejeune
Todd Leonard
Ernesto Leone
Ryan Leopard
Jake Lewis
Larry Lieberman
Richard V. Liles Jr.
Dylan Lineberger
Robert Linville
Joseph Litkaer
J Michelle Liveris
Tucker Livingston
Zach Livingston
Adam Lloyd
Jason Lloyd
Rhu Longfellow Smith
Becky Longuillo
Gail Lowder
Ann Lowdermilk
William Lowe
Daniel Lucas
Matthew Lucas
Laura Lupton
Pamela B. Luther
Edwin and Peggy Lutz
Graham Lyerly
Corbin Lynn
Charles Mabe
Jeffrey Mabe
Lawson Mabe
Bobbi and Mike Macrum
Will Maddux
Leo and Char Magiera
Merritt and Judy Maness
Paolo Mangiafico
Elizabeth Mangrum
Robert Mann
Annabel Mapes
Zachary Mapes
Jason Marlowe
Henry Marrow
Elizabeth W. Marsh
Timothy Martin
Ciara Massingale
Nancy Mauterer
Scott Maynor
Randy Mays
David McBride
Donald McCallum
Bradley Mcclamrock
Jake McClellan
Isaac McCoy
Denis McCullough
Bob McGlohon
Brad McGowan

Michael McGowan
Robert and Mary McIver
Ricky Mckinney
Anita McLaurin
Andrew McLendon
Donald and Priscilla McLeod
Linda and Harold McNeill
Aaron McNeill
Ann Mead
Joan Meade
Korey Meadows
John Mecimore
Beau Medford
Tradd Medford
Joseph Melton
Sierra Melton
Christopher Merrifield
Jaxon Merrifield
Sean Meyers
Kirsten Mihok
Jordan and Jennifer Miller
Clayton Miller
Matt Miller
Nicholas Miller
Preston Miller
Cody Millikan
Michael Mills
Stuart and Helen Mills
Tavin Minter
David Miranda
Danny Mitchell
Nicholas Mlakar
Mindy Mock
Richard Mogensen
Brad Moore
Christopher Moore
David Moore
Ethan Moore
Glenda Moore
Hunter Moore
Jennifer Morehead
Bob Morgan
Brian Morgan
Eric Morris
Daniel Moss
Keith Moss
Denis Moulton
David Mudd
Arlene J. Mulrooney
Siham Muntasser
J R Murr
Ryan Murray
Teresa Murray
Jim Myers
Kenny Myers
Kristen Navaroli
Tom Navaroli
Josh Nelson
Robert and Mary Nesbit
Max Newell
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Chris and Naomi Nicely
Ashley Nichols
Robert Nicholson
Charles Nintzel
Deanna Noble
Ryan Norbeck
Mary Nordmann
John Norris
Robert Norton
Ben Nuckols
Dakota Nuckols
Robert Nuckols
Christopher Nuzzi
James and Beverly Offutt
Tanner Orders
Kerry Ossi-Lupo
Brandon Owens
Trevor Owens
Anne J. Palmer
Mary Parisi
Art and Ann Parker
Brenton Parker
Doris Parker
Martha Parker
Fred Parks
Gary and Marcia Parks
Rowan Parris
David Parrish
Alec Parsons
Joe Partin
Adam Pate
Dan Pate
Roger Pate
Thomas Patterson Jr.
Blain Peckmann
Stephen Penn
Alex Pennell
Kaley Perdue
Miranda Perkins
Amy Perko
Barbara T. Perzel
Cade Petrey
Thomas Pham
Christopher Phares
Blake Phillips
Charlye Phillips
Gavine N. Pitner
Mike Poe
William Poe
Gregory Pomper
Jonathan Poquette
Kirk Port
Jaleen Postell
Michele Potter
Brandon Powell
Bryan Powell
Jennifer Powell
Richard Powell
Katie Proctor
Matthew Proctor
Tom Pugh
Celeste Queen

Greg Queen
Greg Quiel
Corey Ramos
Angel Randazzo
James F. Randolph
Annette Reikow
Roger Reynolds
Nora Rhyne
Alexander Richardson
Cameron Richardson
Cregg Richardson
Jake Richardson
Lee Riddle
Wayne Rider
Jeff Ritchie
Jennifer Roach
Charlie Robbins
Hap Roberts
Roberts Family
Kenneth Robertson III
Jesse Rodahaver
Ken Rodes
Rod Rodriguez
Ann Rogers
Adrian Rollans
Indigo Roper-Edwards
Andrea Rose
Garrett Rowe
Alexander Royster
Will Ruark
Thomas Rudd
Bob and Sandy Rudolph
Andrew Ruggles
Howard Rumfelt
Steven Rutherford
Carolyn Sakowski & Alton Franklin
Dirk Samples
Paul Sanford
James Sasser
Tracey Saunders
Josh Scarborough
Scott Schneider
Dane Schuckman
Eric Schwind
Claire Scimone
Stefan Scopoulis
Stefan John Scopoulis
Barry Scroggs
Jerry Seabold
Matt Sechler
Steve Sells
Matthew Sessions
Derek Severson
Sean Shanahan
Bryan Sharp
Nate Sharp
Brenda Sharpe
Garrett Sharpe
Thomas Sheehan
Michelle Shelton
Randy Shepherd
Andrea Sherk

Barbara L. Sherman
Richard Shields
Jeff Shinn
Adam Shirley
Dallas Shoemaker
Gracen Shoffner
Pam Westmoreland Sholar
Josh Shope
James Shore
Tim Shore
Joshua Simpson
Bethany Strong Sinnott
Jim Sitts
Brandon Sklenicka
Eric P. Slipp
Al Smith
Anthony Smith
John Smith
Kimberly Smith
Matthew Smith
Rhu Smith
Whitman and Kathy Smith
Patrick Smithson
Aaron Sollenberger
Michael Somero
James Souter
Gretchen Spaulding
Davis Spencer
Joseph Spicer
Ken Spry
Richard Stafford
Earl Stanfield
Landon Stanfield
Matt Staton
Mary Stauble
Erin Stedman
Michael and Cathy Steed
Jared Steele
Brian and Laura Stevens
Sue S. Stevens
Carter Stinman
Kenneth Stovall
Nicholas Stowell
Jonathan Streich
Connor Stroup
Eric Stroup
Anthony Stubits
Ruby Sturcey
David and Marianna Swaim
Jacqueline Swift
Chris Szafrajda
Teresa Talley
Nick Tassan
Daniel Taylor
Leonard Taylor
Zachary Taylor
Andrew Tedder
Brandon Tedder
Amber Terry
Tyler Tew
Stanley Thies
Anne W. Thomas
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Bryan Thomas
Richard Thomas
Taylor Thomas
Alan Thompson
Kay Thompson
William Thompson
Alex Thornton
Matt Threatt
Beth H. Throneburg
Eric Tindall
William and Charlanne Tippett
Tim and Janice Truemper
William and Jan Truitt
Thomas Tuccillo
Alison Tucker
Clinton Tucker
Landon Tucker
Nick Tullock
Dale Tweedy
Kathryn Tyler
Charles T. Upchurch
Jimmy Uttley
Peter Valenti
Phillip Vang
Avery Varley
Dan and Anita Vasto
Matthew Vaughan
Brandon Vaughn
Forrest Vaughn
Tommy Verrochi
Eric Viburs
Caridad Vicente
Robert Vohringer
Darryl L. Wagoner
Kenneth Wagoner
Devin Walker
Wally Walker
Bryan Walsh
Donald P. Walter
Annie/Bill Ward
William Ward
Griffin Warden
Derek Ware
Owen Washam
Anne and Andrew Waters
Benjamin Waugh
Angela Weber
Branden Weeks
Pat Wefel
John Weisaar
John Welch
Alisa Wenning
Brian Wershonski
Reed Westra
Chris White
Delaney White
Jason White
Mark White
Ian Whitehurst
Jacob Whitfield
Ehren Wiechert
Jim Wiertel

Ciara Wilder
William Wilke
Ben Wilkins
Philip Wilkinson
Rich Wilkinson
Cayce Will
Nicholas Willard
Sam Williams
Trent Williams
Warner Williams
Don Williamson
Clayton Wilson
Ethan Wilson
Jonathan Wilson
Lynette Wilson
Brett Wimmer
Brandon Wingler
Louisa Witten
Donald E. Wolfe
Stephen and Luda Wolfe
Bill and Vickie Woodford
Casey Woodie
Brittany Woods
Colton Woods
Greg Woody
Jerrid Wright
Jean M. Wurster
Anna Yeatts
Patti York
Darrell and Shelley Young
John Young
Amy Zuckerman
Juan Zuluaga

Memoriams

Ann Koontz
Anne Morningstar Huberth
Anne Wall Thomas
Anthony R. Cimaglia
Bill Cresswell
Carol Robertson Kline
Charles Wallace
Debbie Bernhardt
Edward Corr
Fay & Charlie Harris
Harry J. Huberth
J.B. Lopp
Jack Russell Lee and Hazel Ross Lee
Janie Smith
Jean Longfellow
Joe Creswell
Joseph R. McDonald
Marcus F. West, Jr.
Max Legatski
Mr. & Mrs. Weldon W. Lowder
Patricia Burton
Ray Shular
Sam Buchan
Thomas P. Marsh
Tom Deans Sr.

Vernon Ketron
Vernon R. Ketron
Walt Bilous

Honorariums

Andrew Kaufman
Beth Eames
Betty Shoaf Privette
Bo Baker
Boon Chesson
Brandon Ratliff
Buford and Mary Newport Poole
Burton Keck
Carlton and Myrtle McCallum
Carrie Knox
Richard Broadwell
Dohn and Sherri Broadwell
Charles Broadwell
Crystal Cockman
Darlene Martin
Delaney White
Dohn & Sherri Broadwell
Dr. John Q. Reynolds
Duke Grimstead (Chilly Willy)
Ed & Susan Norvell
Ed Clement
Ed Norvell
Elsie Brown
Emily Callicutt
Greta Nintzel
Becky & Charles Floyd
Fred Stanback
Jason Walser
Mary Eva Knight
James W. P. Gilman
Jim Craddock, CESI
Joe Doub
Joseph Eugene Cresswell
Josh Shope
Landon James Trotter
Mark Bost
Randall Williams
Monarch Butterflies
OTL FARMS
Pam Hall
Jack Russell Lee and Hazel Ross Lee
Rodney Keck
Sofie Zuluaga
Steve Chase Uwharrie Trailblazers
Tony F Clark
Travis Morehead
Trevor Williams
Vernon Ketron
Vernon R. Ketron
Walt Bilous
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$10,000 and up

OnX Maps, Inc.

Richard Wainwright Barber Farm  
Preservation Trust

S.C. Johnson & Son, Inc.

The Dowd Foundation Inc.

The Nature Conservancy

Uwharrie Bank

$5,000 - $9,999

California Community Foundation

F&M Bank

Fuel Outdoor Gear

Save Our Sandhills, Inc.

$1,000 - $4,999

AgSouth Farm Credit

ArborGen

Azelis (Red River Specialties)

Carolina Land Specialists, LLC

Carrol Fisher Construction Company

City Of Rockingham

Cumberland Community Foundation

Doosan Bobcat

Eagle Creek Renewable Energy

Energy United

First Flight Archery

Fisher Realty, INC.

Grafton Archery & Outdoors, LLC

Hunting Creek Farms

Jordan Lumber

Margaret C. Woodson Foundation, Inc.

Mellow Marsh Farm

North Carolina Native Plant Society

Novant Health Rowan Medical Center

Nutrien Ag Solutions

Pig Brig (Field Engine Wildlife Research 
and Management LLC)

R. Bruce and Eleanor F. Smith 
Foundation

Roundstone Native Seed

The Mary and Elliott Wood Foundation

The Woodson Law Firm

Trinity Oaks- A Senior Living Facility

Troy Lumber Company

Twisted Sweetgum Farms LLC

United Country/Carolina Properties

Weyerhaeuser NR Company

Yarak Archery

$500 - $999

Carolinas Foundation 

Charity League Of Salisbury

Clayton Homes

County Of Montgomery

Dr. JH Carter III & Associates

Eldorado Outpost

Stanly County CVB

Union Power Cooperative

Well of Mercy

$35 - $499

Bank of America

Blue Family Giving Fund

CESI

Creekside Plantation, LLC

Deberry Land & Timber, Inc.

Corporate, Foundation and  
Community Partners

EarthShare NC

Fletched Archery

Garner and Williamson, P.A.

Godwins Archery, Inc.

Grace Lutheran Church- Men In 
Mission

Kendra Scott

Levy Informatics

Mocksville Women's Club

Moto Camp Nerd

PayPal Giving Fund

RE/MAX Central Realty

Seven Lakes Garden Club

Stevens Family Fund

Superior Indoor Golf and Soccer

Tart & Tart, Inc.

Village of Pinehurst
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BOARD
Mike Mabry 	 Iredell County 
President

Mike Morton 	 Davie County 
Vice President 

Frances Willis	 Scotland County  
Secretary 

Richard Allenbaugh 	 Moore County 
Treasurer 	

John Bartlett, Ph.D.	 Harnett County

Robert Hall	 Moore County

Darrell Hancock	 Rowan County

Kathy Davis	 Stanly County

Monty Crump	 Richmond County

Reginald Roberts  
Sr., Ph.D.	 Rowan County

Steve Smith	 Davidson County

Davon Goodwin	 Scotland County

Larry Hale	 Cabarrus County

West Hunter	 Iredell County

Jeff Moose	 Iredell County

STAFF
Travis Morehead | Executive Director 
travis@trlt.org

Emily Callicutt | Director of Conservation 
emily@trlt.org

Kyle Shores | Land Protection Specialist 
kyle@trlt.org

Katie Stovall | Conservation Lands Manager 
katie@trlt.org

Matthew Williams | Habitat Enhancement  
Lands Coordinator 
matthew@trlt.org

Barry Hull | Sandhills Conservation Coordinator	
barry@trlt.org	

Michael Chupita | Development Associate - 
Membership 
michael@trlt.org	

Pierce Foster | Creative Director 
pierce@trlt.org		

Alexis Rowe | Development Associate -  
Local Business 
alexis@trlt.org	

Tonya Judge | Partnership Coordinator 
tonya@trlt.org	

Buren Fulmer | Sandhills Stewardship Associate 
buren@trlt.org	

Jessie Wilson | Land Protection Specialist 
jessie@trlt.org

Nicole Bates | Social Media Manager 
nicole@trlt.org

Cody Dagenhart | Stewardship Associate 
cody@trlt.org
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"Conservation will ultimately  
boil down to rewarding the  

private landowner who  
conserves the public interest."

Aldo Leopold



Connected 
to the land.

Committed 
to conservation.

THREE RIVERS LAND TRUST

204 East Innes St, Suite 120 
Salisbury, NC 28144 

(704) 647-0302

TRLT.ORG



204 East Innes St., Suite 120 
Salisbury, NC 28144
(704) 647-0302 TRLT.org

OUR MISSION
To conserve the natural areas, rural landscapes, 

family farms, scenic rivers, and historic places within 
North Carolina’s central Piedmont and Sandhills.

Non-profit Org
U.S. Postage

PAID
Salisbury, NC
Permit No. 111

years
Scan here to help us expand public lands, 

save family farms, and protect local  
waters and wildlife habitat.

Here's to the next 30 years.
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